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ily over 20 new members at the Chapter
General this summer. This group of people
As we move from
from all walks of life and from across our
our first fifty years
vast country speaks to the needs of our sociof service in Canada ety for all three of our Grand Priory objecto our second, I‘m
tives: ecumenism, palliative care and the
pleased to provide
eradication of leprosy. Such growth is a
you with a new lay- positive indicator of the health of our Order.
out for the Gazette.
While the changes
Collectively we are also becoming more
may seem a little
recognizable through the initiation of the
unnecessary I felt
second stage of the DVD project and a mathat a new layout
jor redevelopment of our web page. We also
based on many exist- see that our Caregiver‘s Guide continues to
ing magazines
be distributed to individuals and organizawould be appropriate and also acknowledge tions who can make best use of the inforour transition to a more publicly recogniza- mation inside. To this end, Western Ontario
ble organization. In fact, a more recogniza- has initiated a trial training program for
ble organization is the central theme of
users of the Guide and a brief report can be
many of the articles included in this edition. found inside. Several members have also
carried our Canadian presence to other jurisTo this end, we have achieved and exceeded dictions including the ceremonies creating
both of our Grand Prior‘s goals— raising
the Macedonian Priory and the annual meet$50,000 towards the funding activities in the ing of the Grand Priory of America in San
three areas just mentioned. But that is not
Diego.
all! Added to that total are the many bursaries and donations our Commanderies give All these good things deserve a celebration!
to locally identified charitable groups. All of Toronto Commandery has been working
these activities are recorded inside to
diligently to create a 50th anniversary Chapacknowledge the efforts of so many Canadi- ter General that returns us to the very place
an and American volunteers and donors.
where our Grand Priory began—the Vice
Regal suite of the Lt. Governor of Ontario!
It is also very fitting to welcome to our fam- Over the entire weekend, we will join with

From the Editor

international representatives and the public
to share information, best practices while
we worship as Christians and recognize the
unselfish efforts of so many both inside and
external to our Order.
In Toronto, we will also have some special
items that will be sure to remind you of our
50th anniversary milestone: A commemorative medal has been struck to record the
event and some unique items will be on sale
as well. We also can‘t forget the special
items that are given to each delegate during
the weekend. We will also see and hear
some very special music during our ceremonies. So, if you haven‘t registered yet,
please do so as soon as possible!
As always, feel free to contact me at: gazette@stlazarus.ca to discuss articles for the
Gazette.
I hope you enjoy this and future Gazettes.
See you in Toronto!

Captain Warren Tracz,
CD, KCLJ(J), OMLJ, B. Ed.
Editor

50th Anniversary Medal Struck
by Corps Sgt Major Eric Young
In celebration of the
50th year of the Order
in Canada, a "Golden
Anniversary" commemorative medal is
being struck to mark
this momentous occasion.

The ribbon consists of a green stripe in centre, representative of the "Order" flanked on
either side by alternating red and white
stripes denoting Canada's official colours
thus symbolizing the shield of the Order
between two Canadian flags. The sum of
either 4 red or 4 white stripes plus the green
centre stripe totals "5" in each instance, echoing the 5 decades of service to mankind by
the Canadian Priory.

during this very significant year.
We hope to have these medals along with
rank and merit miniatures available at the
Chapter General in May for direct sale.

For those not able to attend, an order form
has been developed for our website and a
paper version is available at the back of this
As you will note from
edition for those who prefer to order via
the illustration providmail. Please note that once an order has
ed, the medal is strik- This medal is being offered for direct purbeen received the usual invoicing practice in
ingly attractive and
chase by individual members of the Order at use by the Chancery will prevail and memhighly symbolic. The a cost of 30 dollars each for full size or min- bers will be billed at a later date.
Obverse (front) shows iature or for $50 for both. This very special
our new distinctive Canadian "Badge" in
low cost is being offered to the Order in
We hope that as many members as possible
centre with the name of the Order and our
consideration of our long standing history as will take advantage of this unique oppormotto "In surround" written in Latin. The
an Order of Chivalry and charitable activity, tunity to mark their membership during this
Reverse bears a large numeral "50" in cen- as well as in recognition of 50 years of ser- milestone year in the most significant way
tre, CANADA at the top and the years 1962 vice in Canada.
possible. It should be noted that this is a one
-2012 at bottom. The whole is coloured gold
-time opportunity and the medals will only
in recognition of this being our "golden"
The medal may be proudly worn in conjunc- be available during this calendar year.
anniversary.
tion with other St. Lazarus insignia as an
indication of having served in the Order
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A Brief History of the Order in Canada
by Dame Jean Matheson, DLJ, CMLJ, P Adm, Executive Director
The origin of the Military and Hospitaller
Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem dates
back to the days of the Crusades over 900
years ago. The Order has been successfully
operating as a bilingual federally incorporated charitable organization in Canada for
50 years. The Order is international and has
commonality with each country through the
common effort towards the alleviation of
suffering by lepers and a cure to eradicate
the disease worldwide. The name has biblical and historical significance – Military
from the history of the Crusades, Hospitaller because the Knight Crusaders established Hospices for lepers and Lazarus was
adopted from the belief that Lazarus who
Jesus raised from the dead had been a leper.
There is some confusion in writings about
the purpose of the Crusades. The one I prefer is that the Knights went into Palestine to
retrieve Jerusalem from the Muslins and to
take Christianity to ―the unbelievers‖. At
that time they discovered many people suffering from unsightly sores which indicated
the presence of leprosy. The disease was
rampant and persons suffering from it were
considered ―unclean‖, were ostracized and
cast out of the communities in which they
had lived. Many knights contracted leprosy
and returned to their own countries with the
disease. Some knights returned to areas of
Palestine and established hospices to provide care for those suffering from leprosy.
One of the first of these hospices is reported
to have been established at Acre outside the
walls of Jerusalem.
In a Short History of the Order in Canada it
is written that the association of the Order
of St. Lazarus in Canada goes back to the
beginning of the 17th century when it was
referred to as the
Order of St. Lazarus in New France.
In 1784 when
workers were leveling the courtyard of
the old Chateau
Saint-Louis which
had been the residence of governors
during the French
Regime, they unearthed a stone on
which was sculptured a shield bearing the
eight-pointed Maltese cross which bore the
date 1647. This stone can be seen to-day in
the main courtyard of the Chateau

Frontenac Hotel and is of interest to both
the Orders of Malta, St. John and St. Lazarus. While there obviously were members of
these Orders in Canada in those years they
were not organized or united as they are
today.

nosed. With the prevalence of poverty in
many of the eastern countries and the great
distances to travel, sometimes on foot, those
seeking help from a hospice have the advanced disease by the time they obtain assistance. Recently an oral medication has
been developed which, if received in the
The Order in Canada is referred to as the
very early stages, can prevent the developGrand Priory of the Order of St. Lazarus
ment of the disease. The Indian government
with its headquarters in Ottawa. It has four- provides this free to persons suffering from
teen divisions across Canada called Comleprosy in that country. However at times
manderies which are responsible for seeking the supply becomes low and pharmacists try
new members and for holding fund raising to obtain payment for it. Such situations
events such as social occasions, formal
might exist in countries where the system
balls, polo matches etc. to support the Ormay be corrupted.
der‘s charities. On certain religious and festive occasions members of the Order may
The Order in Canada provides financial
wear identifying insignia depicting Jesus
assistance to the Leprosy Mission toward
raising Lazarus from the dead. On religious support of a hospice, generally known as a
occasions members of the Order wear black leprosarium in Naini, located in Uttah Pramantles with a large green Maltese cross
desh, one of the seven Leprosy endemic
appliqued on the shoulder reminiscent of the states in India. Recently a report from the
mantles or cloaks worn by the Knight Cru- Leprosy Mission stated that the outpatient
saders to keep warm and as a blanket at
department of this hospital registers 2847
night.
leprosy patients annually, of which over
2000 are for anti-leprosy treatment, making
Although membership in the Order is Chris- it probably the largest hospital new patient
tian, following Christian traditions care is
registration in the world. Recently a doctor
provided to all persons regardless of relifrom Naini came to Canada to speak about
gious persuasions. With a membership in
the work being done in her hospice.
Canada of slightly less than 400 the financial support provided by its members to the A few years ago the Grand Priory of Canada
charities of the Order is extremely generous provided sufficient funds for the building of
and amazing. The most recent large cama ward for the treatment of women suffering
paigns have raised funds for victims of the from leprosy. At the present time the Grand
Haitian and Japanese earthquakes.
Priory has established a special fund to send
a nurse or a special health caregiver on a
The first charitable effort supported by the
short assignment from Canada to a hospice
Grand Priory is that of the eradication of
in India to assist and also to learn about the
Leprosy through the support of the Leprosy treatment required.
Mission of Canada. The story of leprosy is
not a pleasant one – no doubt you have seen The Grand Priory also provides financial
the television clips which have been placed support through the Cardinal Leger Endeavon the TV by the Leprosy Mission depicting ours toward a leprosy community located in
the results of the disease. Leprosy is still
Bihar located in the north east part of India.
prevalent in many regions throughout the
This community known as Little Flower is
world and still considered a disease of the
currently attempting, through a small weav―unclean‖. However this attitude is chang- ing industry, to gain some financial indeing somewhat due to the work of the Lepro- pendence.
sy Mission.
While an attempt is being made to reach
The disease generally starts with the appear- those persons who may be in the early stagance of a small ulcer on the skin and quick- es of leprosy there are thousands who suffer
ly develops into full blown leprosy. Altfrom its effects, who have not received
hough it is believed to be caused by a virus medication in time or had the disease prior
or bacteria and considered to be only mod- to the availability of this new medication.
erately contagious there is still fear of con- The malformation of hands, feet and faces
tracting it. Many families are torn apart with are the severe physical effects of the disthis fear when a family member is diag(Continued on page 5)
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A Brief History (Continued from page 4)

ease. The destruction of nerves causes the
leper to lose feeling and to not be aware of
experiencing severe injuries such as abrasions or burns. Lepers who suffer the loss
of use of feet or hands due to malformation
sometimes require amputation and the use
of prosthesis. One can only imagine the
psychological effect this has on a person
who already has disfigurement as a result of
the disease.
Hospices are staffed by medical personnel
especially trained in the treatment and
care of lepers and some have psychologists who are trained to help accept the
burden of the effects of the disease. There
continues to be those who not only suffer
from the disease itself but also of poverty
as a result of not being able to work to
support a family.
According to the World Health Organization more than 400,000 new cases of leprosy were recorded globally in 2004. Almost 75% of these were in Southeast Asia
with the remainder in Africa, the Americas and elsewhere. You may be surprised
to learn that we have a few cases of leprosy in Canada – all of which are receiving
proper treatment. In Canada we refer to
leprosy as Hansen‘s Disease from the
name of a Norwegian doctor who did a
great deal of research into its cause and
attempting to finding a cure.

who will show up on an afternoon and look
after the patient so that the caregiver can get
a few hours of relief. Unfortunately there is
little of that type of care available and the
limited supply is carefully rationed‖.
In an effort to help caregivers and particularly family members who often become the
primary caregivers the Grand Priory published in 2004 a book titled A Caregiver‘s
Guide. This book has been provided free of
charge to persons providing care in the
home as well as in Hospices. It has been in

I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere
appreciation for your support over a most difficult
summer. Your many cards, beautiful letters and
prayers provided me and my family with much needed strength and I thank you.

Canada in Portuguese, Chinese, and two
Inuit languages. Currently members in the
Northwest Territories are fund raising to
have the book translated into Cree.
While the Grand Priory holds the copyright
for the Guide permission has been given to
other countries to publish it – New Zealand,
Portugal, Spain, and France and more recently a request has been received from
Japan.
Two of our Commanderies are currently
involved in training volunteers to provide
respite care for the primary caregiver who
is often a family member. The objective of
this training is to allow the caregiver a few
hours relief and to help prevent the primary caregiver from suffering burnout.
While these volunteers will look after the
patient for a few hours they will not be
able to provide medication or special professional needs. Depending on the type of
illness and the stage it has reached the
volunteer will visit with the patient, perhaps play cards or read to them and in
general keep them comfortable. The primary caregiver will give the volunteer
instructions about any special ―non professional‖ needs that the patient may require
during their short absence. During my
husband‘s illness I appreciated the weekly
visit from a church volunteer who came to
spend an hour with him each week to not
only allow me to do some shopping but to
give him someone else to discuss things of
interest with him.

Presentation of a cheque donated by Chev. Flt Lt
Grant Gehlsen to the Bruyère Foundation for Palliative Care in memory of Jean Matheson’s two daughters who passed away in 2011. Left to right are Ms
In the year 2000 the Grand Priory took on Amy Desjardins, President, Bruyère Foundation, Dr.
Martin, Chasen, Associate Professor, Division of
as a national project that of Palliative
Palliative Care, University of Ottawa & Medical Direc- Toronto Commandery has the even more
Care. Published research indicates that
most terminally ill patients wish to die in tor, Palliative Rehabilitation, Elisabeth Bruyère Hos- ambitious goal of building and operating a
pital , Dame Jean M. Matheson, Executive Director
their own home. This places greater emhospice in the North York area of Toronto
phasis on home caregivers and the neces- and Corps Sgt. Maj. Eric B. Young, Chancellor .
as no hospice currently exists in that locasity to understand how to cope with the
tion.
situation.
great demand. The latest count is that over
150,000 copies in English and 50,000 in
The third charitable activity of the Order is
To quote an editorial appeared in the Otta- French have given away in Canada. The
dedication to Christian Unity or Christian
wa Citizen regarding Home Care, not
book extensively covers the care of loved
Ecumenism. The Grand Priory has an EcuHealth Care ―providing the help that seniors ones from diagnosis of terminal illness to
menical Commission chaired by a volunteer
need to stay in their own homes is univerdeath. It also addresses the matter of griev- with, as its membership, a national Chaplain
sally acknowledged as a good idea. All the ing. Additional copies can be obtained
General and Chaplains from each Commajor provincial parties favour it. Study
through a request to the Chancery or
mandery. These Chaplains preside over the
after study has shown that it is much more
through any Commandery.
religious aspects of the Grand Priory and
cost effective than hospital or long term
conduct Vigil Services at special times durcare and provides a better quality of life for In Ottawa, this book is used by Hospices
ing the year.
seniors.‖ The article goes on to state
such as The Maycourt, the Perley and Bry―Family members are doing the right thing iere and some new Hospices which have
Each year on December 17th the Ottawa
for their parents and saving the public sys- recently opened in smaller communities
Commandery celebrates St. Lazarus Day by
tem a lot of money. Despite that, there is
outside the city. Many of the Commanderies holding a religious service in a local church.
little recognition of caregivers‘ need for
have delivered copies to their local palliaOther Commanderies hold one or two
some kind of break themselves … seniors
tive care agencies and to colleges and unichurch services each year at Commandery
and their caregivers don‘t much need things versities to share working knowledge of end churches or at different denomination
like once-a-year tax breaks, etc.‖ Respite
-of-life care with faculty and with families. churches in their locales.
care would then provide ―someone reliable A Caregivers‘ Guide is also available in
(Continued on page 6)
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A Brief History (Continued from page 5)

Medals, Miniatures and Ribbons

In 1995 the Ecumenical Commission established a Bursary Programme. Funds are
modern practice, the Knights Hospitaller and donated to Canadian Universities which
Templar appear to have sewn their crosses, have accredited theological colleges. Each
worn as badges, on their tunics very early in donation to a University is about $30,000
their history. Currently you will find that the and the interest which the University remilitary routinely wears ribbons (minus the ceives from the capital provides Bursaries
medal) on their ―undress‖ uniform and wear for students taking postgraduate studies in
the ribbons with attached medals on formal Ecumenism. As you can realize the size of
and ceremonial occasions .
the bursary provided to each student varies
with the economic conditions.
At present these bursaries are available in
Miniature Medals
15 Universities and over 100 students have
Miniature medals are not official awards
been recipients since its inception.
nor are they ―named‖ to individuals who
earned and wore them. They are fully deWhile the Grand Priory, through its Ecutailed replicas of the original full-sized med- menical Commission, provides some modals and are made to a scale one-half the size est support to other organizations dedicated
of the original. They are designated for and toward the advancement of Christian Unity
regulations permit their wear on mess dress it has also recently adopted a new project –
or dinner jacket where it may be inappropri- that of supporting the Ecumenical Shared
ate to wear the full-sized medals.
Ministries Bureau with its headquarters in
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. The work of the
Miniature medals were not made until 1815, Shared Ministries takes many forms, from
essentially at the close of the Waterloo cam- sharing a building to sharing programs,
paign. The earliest known miniature medals staff and worship. It is estimated that there
date from that period. Wellington's officers are about 150 Shared Ministries in Canada
caused them to be made for their wives and some in rural communities and some in
their use was tacitly allowed. In due course larger cities.
the miniature medals became popular with
officers who preferred to wear them on their Recently the Chaplain General of the Grand
mess kit in lieu of the sometimes cumberPriory stated ―Shared Ministries offer a way
some full-sized medals. The first reference for Christians to work together in ministry
to them in an official publication is found in in their communities without losing their
the 1873 edition of the Queen's Regulations. denominational allegiances.‖ It is hoped
That regulation permitted miniature decora- that The Shared Ministry through financial
tions to be worn on evening dress on all pub- donations may be in a position to help
lic and official occasions. Canadian practice struggling congregations to share their
essentially conformed historically to the
buildings, clergy and talents.
British Army's custom, tradition and regulations while latterly utilizing Canadian inno- I thank you for the opportunity to tell you
vations and designs for orders, decorations
about our ancient Christian Order and its
and medals.
activities in Canada. My 26 years of membership have certainly been rewarding.

by Colonel M. Vaughan Langille, OMM, CD, KCLJ, CMLJ, Custodian of Insignia
The October 2011 issue of the Gazette included an article captioned Decorations and
Medals History of the Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem.
That article clarified how a combination of
royalty, orders of knighthood, orders of
merit and the military evolved the tradition
of wearing decorations and medals over the
centuries. Given the military background of
our Order, it has been only natural that we
have conformed to the innovative changes
in the wearing of full size medals including
the requisite ribbons and miniatures. Accordingly it may be helpful to our members
to have a brief history of and consequently
clarification of the function or utility of
ribbons and miniatures.
Ribbons
Although the reality is that our Canadian
Order does not routinely make use of ribbons, they are nonetheless common in other
National Jurisdictions. You may view the
various ribbons on our Order‘s International
web site where they are listed on ribbon
charts.
Part of the consideration about the history
of medals is how ―ribbons‖ came into being. Given that they were not only an accessory but in determining how medals and
decorations could be worn, the issue naturally arose as to how they were to be pinned
to a uniform or coat. In the early stages,
they were usually suspended by a chain.
Cockades of ribbon seem to have come into
fashion in the time of Charles II; the medals, created during his reign are rather numerous. Medals and images of that period
show numerous examples of the custom of
wearing medals and badges suspended by
narrow ribbons, which, whatever their colour, were clearly for practical use only, and
did not constitute part of the decoration.

St Lazarus Commemorative Ribbons
Rubans commémoratifs de Saint-Lazare

Essentially an adjunct to the medal, ribbon
may be said to have generally superseded
the chain since 1794, in which year the first
―regulation‖ ribbon was instituted. The
practice of sewing or pinning the medal
ribbon on the breast of the uniform tunic or
coat was not done any earlier than the date
that the British army issued the Waterloo
medal. Note that the award identified historically as a ―clasp‖ was a small bar affixed to the ribbon, indicating the specific
campaign or operation in which the recipient had taken part. Notwithstanding that
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Frequently seen Canadian orders, decorations and medals
Ordres, décorations et médailles courants de
l’Ordre au Canada

which is about 90 km south of Skopje. For
some 50 years prior to the end of WW2, this
by Chev. Lionel Goffart, KCLJ, OMLJ, Almoner
winery was the property of the Kings of
In mid-2011, an invitation was issued to all Priors and Grand Bailiffs.
Serbia. In 1945, it was confiscated by Tito‘s
jurisdictions of the Order of St. Lazarus to
communist government of Yugoslavia. We
gather in Skopje, the capital of the Republic The proceedings began barely a few hours
visited a series of long and well lit cellars
of Macedonia in the center of the Balkans,
after my arrival with an ecumenical service lined with wine vats, some of them of imto participate in the upgrading of the Mace- at the Macedonian Orthodox Church of St. pressive size and capacity. There followed
donian Commandery of the Humanitarian
Mary, a fine structure mostly rebuilt after
an elaborate al fresco ―Welcome to MaceGrand Priory of Europe to the status of a
the 1963 earthquake which is reported to
donia‖ dinner with musical accompaniment
new jurisdiction, the Priory of Macedonia
have destroyed 80% of the city. The service and entirely free from annoying insects. The
and in other related events. Having spent a during which virtually all in attendance re- dinner gave us our first taste of Macedonian
few days in 2010 visiting southern Macedo- mained standing was presided over by the
wines which my dinner companion, the
nia, I expected that, in addition to being
imposing grey bearded archbishop of Skop- Duchess of Brisac, the head of the Grand
involved in an always interesting internaje, the senior cleric of the Macedonian OrPriory of France and a highly experienced
tional meeting of the Order, I might have
thodox Church. The archbishop entered
hostess, pronounced to be quite good.
the chance to discover some other part of
escorted by acolytes wielding smoking inthe country. All preliminary arrangements
cense burners and clergy dressed in striking The next morning, a planned walking tour
in Macedonia, such as registration, hotel
scarlet and gold vestments. The service fea- of central Skopje to which I had looked
reservations, transportation from and to the tured, among other elements, liturgical
forward to had to be cancelled in order to
airport and the like were handled with con- chanting as well as a very good choir led by enable us to attend a reception hosted by the
summate efficiency by Ms. Jadranka Ivano- a surprisingly young woman; it sang beauti- President of the Republic of Macedonia.
va, the head of a bureau in a ministry of the fully in the Russian choral resonant with
This reception, which initially had been
Macedonian Government. Ms. Ivanova
basso profundo parts. At the conclusion of intended to be restricted to senior office
proved to be a very attractive and indeholders, was subsequently
fatigable volunteer who was always
extended to the entire St Lazaready to help during my stay. She,
rus group. It took place at the
and most Macedonians I met, spoke
attractive presidential palace
very good English.
surrounded by majestic trees
and manicured lawns on a hilly
The recommended flights between
part of Skopje. The high point
Toronto and Skopje on Austrian
of the reception took place
Airlines were punctual and withwhen Grand Master Don Carlos
out incident. It happened that I
de Gereda de Bourbon conlanded in Skopje on the day of
ferred upon the President, Prof.
the 20th anniversary of the decDr. Georg Ivanov, the Grand
laration of Macedonia‘s indeCross of Merit of our Order in
pendence from Yugoslavia of
recognition of his steadfast supwhich it had been part since
port of the Macedonia Comshortly after WW1. While
mandery. While drinks and finbeing driven through Skopje
ger food circulated, the President
to the hotel, I took note of
chatted informally with his guests and was
several Turkish style minathe service, the archbishop delivered an
photographed with them.
rets and mosques, a reminder that while the address, translated into English phrase by
majority in the country is ethnic Macedoni- phrase, in which he extended warm greetThe central event of the entire proceedings
ans and orthodox, some 25% of the popula- ings to the members of the Order of St Laz- was the combined Vigil and Investiture
tion is Albanian and Muslim. The headquar- arus and encouraged the Macedonian Com- which took place on the afternoon of the
ters of the gathering were at the Alexsander mandery to persevere in its charitable ensame day at the modern style Roman CathoPalace Hotel, a local five star establishment deavors.
lic Church of Skopje, the modest size of
on the outskirts of Skopje. The official lanwhich is consonant with the small proporguages of the gathering were Macedonian
The entire group was then transported by
tion of Roman Catholics in Macedonia. The
and English. Upon presenting myself for
comfortable buses some 80 km southeast of ceremonies evolved under the direction of
registration and learning that I would be the Skopje in central Macedonia to visit the
the two veteran Marshalls from the Grand
only Canadian there, Prof. Dr. Lazar Laza- principle sights in the vast archeological site Priory of the United States and an apprenrov, Commander of the Macedonian Com- of Stobi. During Roman and subsequently
tice Marshall from Macedonia. The Vigil
mandery came out to give me a hearty wel- Byzantine times, Stobi was situated at an
was followed by many inductions and procome. Despite my protestations that my
important crossroads and became a signifi- motions as well as awards of decorations.
attendance was a presence was a mere pricant commercial center with all the architec- There were some unusual features such as
vate initiative, he insisted that as far as
ture that can be expected in such a center.
certain trilingual liturgical parts since the
Macedonia was concerned, I would be treat- Stobi came to an end during the Slavic inva- ranking St Lazarus cleric was the German
ed as the official representative of the Grand sion of the 6th century. We were then driven Chaplain General of the Humanitarian
Priory of Canada. As a result, I was seated
further southeast to the Chateau Elenov
Grand Priory of Europe. Another such feaat the investiture with the Grand Priors,
winery near the town of Demir Kapija,
(Continued on page 8)

Participating in the Creation of a New Priory
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Macedonia Priory (Continued from page 7)

ture was the playing of a well-known operatic tune which we later learned had been
adopted by the Macedonian Commandery
as its hymn. The climax of the ceremony
occurred when the Grand Master elevated
Prof. Dr. Lazarov to the position of Prior
and also appointed a Vice Prior and a Chancellor.
The concluding chapter of the proceedings
was a black tie gala dinner at the Aleksander Palace preceded by a generous
champagne reception. To the musical accompaniment of seven violinists, we were
served a meal that did honour to the hotel‘s
chefs. The Grans Master‘s address opened
by singling out the Canadian and American
participants for traveling such a long way to
attend this international St Lazarus event.
An impromptu speech by one of the Grand
Priors stressed the need for concrete
achievements by all elements of the Order.

nian border in order to reach the orthodox
monastery of St Jovan Bigorski. Starting
from a small church built in 1020, it became
a significant spiritual and cultural center. It
was several times destroyed and rebuilt,
lastly in the late 18th century. The monastic
church is decorated with fine frescos but its
principle claim to fame is the framework of
the iconostasis (the painted screen which in
any orthodox church separates the altar
from the faithful), a renowned 19th century
masterpiece of delicate wood carving.

We continued on our journey to the city of
Ohrid, dominated by a looming dark fortress on the north shore of Lake Ohrid. As
early as the 9th century, this city was a leading center of Slavic cultural and civic activity. Its natural beauty and historic monuments have caused it to be brought under
UNESCO protection. We walked through
the old city, viewing on the way monuments
and unusual domestic architecture. One
notable stop was at the Gallery of Ohrid
The organizers had thoughtfully arranged to Icons which holds a collection of ancient
offer to foreign participants the opportunity religious icons of great value, the oldest of
of a one day guided tour to the southwest of which dates from the 11th century, all prothe country, one of the most picturesque of duced from Ohrid painters.
Macedonia and the most visited by tourists.
On the way south, we were driven through We ended at the lakeshore where vacationthickly forested national parks and up steep ers were taking advantage of the splendid
hairpin turns into mountains near the Alba- weather to swim, sail and sun themselves.

From My Point of View
by Dame Sarah Jane Dumbrille, DCLJ, OMLJ, BA
In this column, I would like to mention two
significant events that have taken place,
and, as well, pay tribute to one of our Members. The first event took place in Montreal.
Although a heavy downpour and a brisk
wind blew our umbrellas inside out as Richard and I entered the beautiful and well
known Church of St. John the Evangelist in
Montreal on Sunday, October 2, the miserable weather was soon quickly forgotten.

was highlighted by the words in the homily
by Bishop Dowd who pointed out that
Christians need to make sure when they
speak of one another‘s religion that they
preserve the clarity and truth of that religion. To put it more bluntly, he told us that
jokes about religion are no longer acceptable. He went on to ask, ―How can we
discover the other if we do not know the
other?‖ He invited us to be spiritual tourists visiting those whose religion is difOnce inside the church, the Grand Prior
ferent but who worship the same God.
disappeared to be in the processional while I The Old Testament tells us the House of
chose to sit with our house guest, a retired
the Lord is a place of unity for all people
member of the Royal Household, who was and the vision of God is that we live in a
flying back to London later that evening.
unity that goes beyond ourselves. Bishop
The service of Solemn Evening Prayer with Dowd‘s words that evening certainly
beautiful organ and choral music began
gave one of the missions of the Order of
promptly at 5 pm. With several clergy pre- St. Lazarus renewed importance. One can
sent, the occasion recognized one of the
only assume, after hearing the words of
Order‘s most honoured members, Bishop
this youthful Bishop, who is a firm beThomas Dowd, AChLJ, MMLJ, who was liever in the importance of ecumenism, that
ordained on September 10, 2011 as a Bish- he will have a strong impact not only on
op in the Roman Catholic Church becoming older but younger generations as well. The
the youngest Bishop in Canada. It was
Rev. Eric Dyck, JChLJ, CMLJ, the Chapprobably one of the most ecumenical church lain General of the Grand Priory of Canada,
services any of us have ever attended and
Mr. Louis Angers, CLJ, OMLJ, Com-
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After a simple lunch, we were driven onward to the Macedonian segment of the
south end of Lake Ohrid (most of the southern end is Albanian territory). The main
feature there is the Monastery of St. Naum
around which peacocks strutted displaying
their colourful plumage. This monastic
church, built in the 16th and 17th centuries to
replace an earlier church is noted for its
frescos and a valuable wood carved iconostasis of the early 18th century. A nearby park
encloses a sizable pond known as St.
Naum‘s Springs. When in a rowboat, one
can observe through the crystal clear water
numerous springs on the pond floor that
feed Lake Ohrid.
Following an open air dinner replete with
local specialties and during the long night
time drive back to Skopje, I reflected how
satisfactory this short Macedonian interlude
had been. We participated in a rare and solemn upgrading of a Commandery to a Priory. The company of European and American members of the Order of St Lazarus
enabled interesting exchanges and learning
about the activities of other components of
the Order while enjoying the hospitality of
our Macedonian hosts who through tours
and shared meals engaged all our senses to
what the country has to offer.
mander, Montreal Commandery and Chev.
Garrfield du Couturier-Nichol, KLJ,
CMLJ, Associate Commander and Ecumenical Representative, Montreal Commandery are to be commended for organizing such a meaningful event for the Order of
St. Lazarus. The event concluded with a
reception which allowed us to meet clergy,
representatives of other Orders and members of the Montreal Commandery.

Another important St. Lazarus event took
the Grand Prior and me to San Diego where
we attended the 2011 Grand Prioral Council
Meeting of the Grand Priory of America
(Continued on page 9)

From my point of view (Continued from page 8)

Saturday morning everyone got down to
business at the Grand Prioral meeting and
those of us who did not have to stay for the
entire meeting joined other members for a
tour of the Old Town and lunch at a marvellous restaurant called Casa Guadalajara. It
should be noted that lunch now at these
American Grand Prioral meetings on Saturday is always on one‘s own which is an
excellent idea because it is cost-saving and
gives more time to get ready for the Investiture.
The Investiture at beautiful St. Paul‘s Episcopal Cathedral was accompanied by exceptional music and followed by a spectacular
reception, formal dinner and gala ball at the
Hyatt where the Grand Prior and I were
greatly privileged to sit at the Head Table
Mme Ingrida Hope, commandeure, Commanderie de
hosted by the Grand Prior, Chev. Bruce
Western Ontario; le porte-drapeau; le chev. Richard
Harrington, GCirLJ, GCLJ, GCMLJ, GCrlJ,
Dumbrille, dame Sarah Jane Dumbrille et le capt
JD and his wife Anne. We were very proud
George Hope attendent le début de l’investiture à
to have Mrs. Ingrida Hope, CLJ, CommandSan Diego.
er of the Western Ontario Commandery,
hosted by the Commandery of the West.
and her husband Capt. George Hope, CD,
From the moment we arrived on October
KLJ, MMLJ, in attendance. It was an hon26, we were treated like Royalty. Our hotel our to have Capt. Hope carry the Canadian
room in the Manchester Grand Hyatt on the flag both at the Investiture and at the Grand
waterfront in San Diego gave us a panoram- Prior‘s gala. The next American Grand
ic view of all that was happening in the har- Prioral meeting will be in Santa Fe, NM
bour whether it was the return from the
September 20 to 23, 2012. Do join us!
Middle East of troops lined up on the deck
of their ship or the view of the USS Midway Due to some longstanding commitments,
aircraft carrier recalling wars of the past.
the Grand Prior and I have been doing some
We had the first taste of the warm hospitali- travelling. Thanks to the wonders of comty of the host Commandery of the West
munications, the Grand Prior‘s Blackberry
when the Commander of the West, Harry
functions well even in remote places. I am
Tarnoff, KCLJ, CMLJ drove us over to the proud to say your Grand Prior never misses
USS Midway for a tour. That evening a
a beat whether he is at home or away. As
delightful reception on the hotel terrace
we meet people in our travels, we often
overlooking San Diego Bay allowed us to
speak of the work of the Order and are
renew acquaintance with members of the
amazed at the interest it attracts. Re travel,
American Grand Priory. Attendance at the
the Grand Prior and I are very willing to
official Grand Prioral luncheon gave us an
accept your Commandery‘s invitation to a
opportunity to hear about some of the inno- St. Lazarus event.
vative work being done to encourage teenagers to make organ donation pledges.
In closing, I would like to note the loss of
one of our most celebrated members in CanDuring this luncheon, the Grand Prior forada, Jean Casselman Wadds, OC, CLJ, DCL
mally encouraged an ―American Invasion‖ who passed away at her Prescott home on
of our 50th Chapter General in Toronto in
November 25, 2011. A long-time friend of
May especially because this was also the
Richard‘s and my family‘s, Jean was truly
200th Anniversary of the War of 1812! Later our mentor. Always thoughtful of others, it
that afternoon, those not attending meetings was Jean, who thrilled me as a teenager by
were given an interesting tour of The Gasasking me to join her for a few days in New
light Quarter. That evening, we were taken York to attend meetings and social events
outside the city to Mission Basilica San
when she was Canada‘s representative to
Diego de Alcala for a very moving Vigil
the United Nations. It was Jean who helped
Service in what was California‘s first Chris- me get my first dream job working for polittian Church. A beautiful dinner at the Uni- ical leaders of the time and who taught me
versity Club atop the Symphony Towers
that little things can be as important as big
followed.
things when making decisions. It was Jean
Mrs. Ingrida Hope, Commander, Western Ontario
Commandery; flag bearer; Chev. Richard Dumbrille,
Dame Sarah Jane Dumbrille, and Capt. George
Hope, await the start of the Investiture in San Diego.
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who, while she was Canadian High Commissioner to Great Britain, made us all
proud of the way she could put politics
aside and bring everyone together to reform
the constitution. Finally, it was Jean, who
exemplified the importance of listening to
(and subsequently caring for) everyone you
meet whether it be a local neighbour or a
world leader. While Jean‘s many obligations may have prevented her from moving
into the hierarchy of the Order of St. Lazarus, she can certainly be looked on as an
example for us all to follow as we fulfill our
obligations within the Order.
As we strive in our 50th year in Canada to
provide the most rewarding Chapter General yet in Toronto from May 9 to 13, 2012,
may we all make every effort to continue
the good works that have inspired us in the
past, and, at the same time, open our minds
to new ideas that will give the Order the
kind of future it deserves.
Get more information about the Grand
Prioral Meeting at:
Pour en savoir davantage sur l‘assemblée du Grand Prieuré, voir :
http://southwest.st-lazarus.us/GPC/
Docs/Brochure.pdf

History Corner
by Chev. Brian Newbold, GCLJ, GOMLJ
The answers to the History Quiz questions published in the October 2011 issue of the Gazette are as follows:
1a) The Christian capital of Acre; 1b) From 1187 to 1291.
2) The town is named after a district in Paris, France, where the Order of Saint Lazarus established a leprosarium.
3) The split took place in 1969.
Vignette: The Survival of the Order: It is truly remarkable that the Order of Saint Lazarus continued to exist as an independent order
despite some highly unfavourable events and repeated attempts to suppress it. Fortunately, courageous knights were always ready to
resist when needed. Even the disastrous fall of Acre did not bring about the demise of the Order.
The period between the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries saw a series of initiatives in the form of Papal Bulls which aimed at enforcing
amalgamation with one or more existing orders. Examples include the Orders of the Holy Sepulchre and the Holy Spirit (1459), the Holy Sepulchre (1489 and again in 1505), the Order of Saint Maurice (1572), and that of Our Lady of Mont Carmel (1609). The Order of
Saint Lazarus even survived the serious consequences of the Protestant Reformation in England and the later severe aftermath of the
French Revolution.
Another Quiz
1a) Which king formally claimed the right to name the Grand Master of the Order of Saint Lazarus? 1b) In which year was that claim
made?
2) Who was the Spiritual Protector of the Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem between 1898 and 1902?
Bishop Dowd in front of
the blue screen during
by LCol Mark F Macpherson CD, GCLJ, CMLJ, Project Manager
video filming for the
Ecumenical segment of
In October 2011, after approval of all of the expand this web offering.
the DVD, The normal
script outlines, work to execute Phase II of
green screen couldn’t
the DVD Project started in earnest. The next During January, considerable effort has
be used because the St
step at this point was to identify suitable
been undertaken to write and refine the draft Lazarus green cross
bidders for this phase of the project. Eight
scripts for each segment and to secure com- would make black holes
potential bidders were singled out as a result mitments from members of the Order for on in the picture.

DVD Phase II Report

of an internet search, two of which expressed an interest in bidding. An agreement was executed with the successful firm
in January 2012.

-camera appearances. Several senior members of the Grand Priory have been involved L’évêque Dowd devant
l’écran bleu durant le
in this process:


Since the summer, the commanderies assisted with identifying interesting stories to be
incorporated in the DVD, and testimonials
by recipients of the charitable work of the
Order in Canada. Whereas the core segment
used the dramatic method to tell our story in 
general terms, the shorter Phase II segments
are designed to provide the viewer with
more detail of what we have done in carrying out our missions. It is intended that
viewers will play the core segment then
select from a menu, the topic for which they
would like to have additional information.
We intend to establish a You Tube® channel 
on the internet, which will feature the five
segments as ―picks‖.
Recently, our webmaster installed the core
segment on the welcome page of the Order
in Canada website. The international website of the Order is also displaying our core
segment. So far, reaction from visitors to
these two websites has been very positive.
When Phase II is complete we expect to

tournage de la vidéo
pour le segment du
―A Caregivers Guide‖ script has been
DVD sur les activités œcuméniques. L’écran vert
reviewed by Captain Robert Clarke who habituel ne pouvait pas servir parce que la croix verte
started this national project several
de l’Ordre de Saint-Lazare aurait fait des trous noirs
years ago and continues as its Project
dans l’image.

Manager. Bob has agreed to appear on
camera in this segment.
―Palliative Care in Canada‖ was reviewed by the initiator of this mission
in the Order in Canada when he was
Hospitaller for the Grand Priory, Col
George Trusler, and former Grand Prior. George has also agreed to act as the
on-camera spokesman for the Order in
this segment.
―Ecumenical Initiatives‖ was the province of Major Ruth Stokes, our Chair of
the National Ecumenical Commission.
Ruth has been the driving force for our
Ecumenical Bursary program for many
years. Pastor Eric Dyck, Chaplain General, also contributed several useful
suggestions. We were fortunate to secure the appearance of Father Irénée
Beaubien OC in this segment. Father
Beaubien started the Canadian Centre
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for Ecumenism in Montreal and is a
former Commander of the Montreal
Commandery.
―History of the Mission in Canada‖ was
covered by our Grand Prior and the
Prior. Dame Corinne Sévigny, one of
the original members of the Grand Priory in Canada, will be interviewed on
camera about early charitable initiatives.

In February, video filming is scheduled to
take place in Montreal with other ―shoots‖
planned for Ottawa, Toronto, and Calgary
by mid-March. Work continues with the
help of the Commanderies and the Chancery
to locate suitable visual material and testimonials for all segments. I wish to take this
opportunity to thank all for their continuing
support.

We’re already making a difference! And it’s just the beginning!
Ecumenical Commission support of ―Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau‖
Pr Eric Dyck, Chaplain General, on behalf of the Ecumenical Commission
The Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau
(located at the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan) was a small
operation with its projects having been reduced due to a reduction in funding from
supporting church bodies. The handbook
that had been created needed updating and
there were only hours left for the project
worker, Margaret Wist, to keep up the data
base.
But there were dreams.
There were course-offering outlines, resource material ready to be printed when
funds allowed, and people-power ready to
go when regional workshops and training
sessions could be funded. The dreams
needed a vision for ecumenism and a priority to ―promote Christian unity.‖ Sponsorship that would supply that missing cash so
that presenters could go on location, events
be publicized, and consultations arranged in
the region and parish. It seemed we were
made for each other: the Grand Priory‘s
Ecumenical Commission suggested we be
involved and that we make dreams into happening events. And it was so.
The specific financial assistance we began
providing to the Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau in 2011 had us sharing the vision. We became facilitators for shared
ministries across Canada and between denominations. The aid we provided in 2011
let dreams be realised and this specialised
project of the Prairie Centre for Ecumenism
provide necessary assistance for the future
ministry of churches in Canada.

ing to be part of the solution to the
problems churches face in rural and
in new urban areas. In rural areas
where numbers are diminishing,
[Shared Ministries] offer a way for
Christians to work together in ministry to their communities without losing their denominational allegiances.
In new city suburbs . . . denominations are stretched to finance the
planting of new churches, and some
are creating new urban [shared ministries] . . . [Shared Ministries] maximize limited financial resources and
give ‗flesh‘ to Christians‘ spiritual
commitment to seek Christian unity
and reconciliation.‖
Reading this self-description, it reminds us
in the Grand Priory of Canada that in our
own constitution we use the phrase for the
Christian mission of the Order as
―promoting Christian unity.‖ In other
words, praying together and sharing ministry, in its many and various forms. And we
within our Grand Priory have been engaged
in this constitutional mandate. Examples
are our praying together at Chapter General
when we gather from various Christians
traditions for the liturgies of the Vigil and
the Investiture. We ―promote‖ by offering
bursaries across Canada for studies in Ecumenism. And now in 2012, we can celebrate a new way forward in the mission of
―promoting Christian unity‖.

During the past year, the new money that
the Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau
received from the Order, via the Ecumenical
Commission allowed for more active engagement with churches developing or
In last autumn‘s Gazette an article by me
changing shared ministries. Workshops
introduced this new focus of the Ecumenical were presented at a rural ministries conferCommission (see article in The Gazette,
ence in Alberta, arrangements for specialists
October 2011, pp. 4-5). The Ecumenical
to offer a course at the University of ToronShared Ministries Bureau describes its work to, updating and increased distribution of
as follows:
the Shared Ministries Handbook, organising
a conference in March 2012 at the Sorrento
―[Ecumenical Shared Ministries]
Centre in B.C., and more hours available for
take many forms, from sharing a
updating the data base on the covenants and
building, to sharing programs, staff,
constitutions in place across the country.
and worship. There are an estimated
With the new level of support from the Or80-150 [Shared Ministries] in Canader and the future allotments planned by the
da. Some are found in tiny rural
Ecumenical Commission, Bureau can be a
communities. Some are in major
more active partner with several ecumenical
cities. Most...are located in Western
commissions in Canada and involved in
Canada and the Maritimes, and new
educational events for denominational judiones are forming all the time. Ecucatories. The major Canadian denominamenical Shared Ministries are provtions recognise the validity of Shared Minis-
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tries and the Bureau is now working to provide seminars to help church leaders identify issues and questions when beginning a
shared ministry.
And there we are! We are engaging in critical ecumenical work. The way forward. As
the Christian church in Canada experiences
a decline in membership, the demands of
caring for our neighbour, the spiritual wellbeing of individuals and society, and the
gathering of the local Christian community
in Word and Sacrament can be overwhelming. Much benevolent and important ministry to suffering humanity can be hampered
when each congregation is frustrated by its
limitations. Shared Ministry is sharing the
talents and gifts that differ from one parish
to the next and from one denomination to
the next. The purpose is collaboration for
the sake of Christ‘s mandate: ―love one
another as I have loved you.‖
We‘ve been making a difference this past
year and our increased support in this specific ecumenical project puts us hands-on in
a network of ministry in every region of the
country. In fact, our funding has allowed
the Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau to
do more than just keep records on what is
happening in some regions, but to plan onthe-ground support. At the Chapter General
in Edmonton when the Grand Prior‘s 50 th
Challenge culminates, you will have an opportunity to hear first hand from Margaret
Wist, the project worker, about what our
involvement is making happen. As she puts
it ―I‘m a shared ministry with a Roman
Catholic and an Anglican sharing churches
and ministry.‖ The Ecumenical Commission
intends to present it‘s share of the Grand
Prior‘s Challenge to the Ecumenical Shared
Ministries Bureau in support of their work
at that Chapter General. Donations towards
the 50th Anniversary Grand Prior‘s Challenge continue to be accepted by the Almoner. Make your contribution and be a
partner.
Read all about the Ecumenical Shared Ministries Bureau at: www.ecumenism.net/smb
(If you go to the website you‘ll see it being
updated and expanded to reflect the current
action I write about above, is one of the next
activities for the first part of this year.)

Members in the News
As reported by Commandery Reporters
values of joy, peace, love, and generosity linked to so many of her
contributions to life in the Province of New Brunswick. In her
By Rev. Canon David Staples, JChLJ, OMLJ
community, Dame Robinson has served many years on the Parish
Council of St. Dunstan's Church in Fredericton, offered countless
Acadia Commandery member Dame
Christian education and personal discernment courses, accepted
Katharine Robinson, DLJ, of Freder- leadership roles in the C. W. L., served graciously and effectively
icton, N.B. was awarded the 2011 Bish- on many Diocesan committees, became a founding Board Member
op Dollard Medal of Merit for her
of Pine Grove Nursing Home and enriched the lives of many peo"outstanding contribution to the
ple who she encountered while serving as a hospital visitor. The
Church". The Most Reverend William Diocese of Saint John rightly awards this honour on a gracious,
Dollard was consecrated in 1842 and
selfless, and faithful woman who engenders the very best virtues of
became the first Roman Catholic Bish- Christian witness.
op in New Brunswick.
Robinson, who now spends her winters in Florida, was also the
She is recognized by the Roman Catho- recipient of the Fredericton Chamber of Commerce Distinguished
lic Diocese of Saint John and acknowl- Citizen Award in 2000.
edged for her witness to the Gospel

Acadia Member receives Merit Medal

How well do you know our Executive Director?
Acknowledging the Service of Dame Jean M. Matheson, DCLJ, CMLJ, FCIS, P Admin.
By Eric B. Young, MSM, KCLJ, GOMLJ, Chancellor
For many of our members,
Dame Jean Matheson is the
voice at the other end of the
line at the Chancery office
in Ottawa. On any given
day of the work week, she
can be found dispensing
guidance, policy information, or instructions on
any number of issues or
requests that are directed to
the Chancery by members
of the Order, or of the public. She is an invaluable resource on matters of policy or procedure, and is the one person who knows almost everything there is
to know concerning the management of the Grand Priory of Canada, its organizational structure, bylaws, regulations, and the role
played by the Order in Canada. There isn‘t enough space in this
issue of the Gazette to list all of the duties and services provided
by Jean in her role as the Executive Director at our National Head
office which we know as ―The Chancery‖, but suffice to say that
she plays a crucial part in the day to day operations of this Order.
In a later edition of the Gazette I will outline in more detail, the
many activities that constitute the workings of the Chancery itself.

The Grand Priory’s Longest Serving
Member
From the Chancery Files
It didn‘t take long to determine
there is only one remaining member of the Canadian Grand Priory
that has been a continuous member in its 50 years of assisting
humanity. That distinction goes
to Montreal member Dame
Corinne Sévigne, GCLJ,
GOMLJ who joined the Order in
1962.
Congratulations from the Grand Priory. We all wish you continued
good health and good works within the Order.
various charities and churches while taking university courses to
enhance her knowledge base before returning to full time work,
and was employed by the Order of St. John for seven years followed by short stints with amateur sports organizations such as the
Canadian Canoe and Canadian Soaring associations.
By 1976 she graduated as a ―Charter Secretary‖ (F.C.I.S.) and
―Professional Administrator‖ (P. Admin.). She incorporated a
small consulting firm in 1984, following which she was asked to
come on board with St. Lazarus in 1986 where she has remained to
this day.

Jean Matheson‘s loyalty, competence, qualifications and experience has been absolutely invaluable to the Order, and I‘m certain
you will agree that as the time approaches for her to pursue other
As our Executive Director, Jean Matheson brings a wealth of
interests, she will leave some ―very large boots to fill‖, as the sayknowledge and experience to the table. Starting as a young girl
fresh out of business school in 1941, she secured an important po- ing goes. Jean has, for the last twenty five years, given her heart
and soul to the Order and its principles, to say nothing of countless
sition with the ―Inspection Board‖ of the United Kingdom and
Canada, an organization overseeing quality control of all ordinance nights and weekends at home, working on our behalf. She has
earned our profound gratitude and appreciation for her devoted
and materials required for the war effort.
service over the years, and she deserves our respect.
Having married in 1945 she gave continuous volunteer service to
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Ottawa Member Leads Annual UN Parade

for First Aid (Basic Lifesaving Skills).

By Eric B. Young, MSM, KCLJ, GOMLJ, Chancellor

The parade included some 100 persons from The Band of the Ceremonial Guard, a Contingent of UN Veterans, members of the CaMaj. Justin Schmidt-Clever, CD, KLJ, MMLJ, Vice Command- nadian Forces and United Nations Police, composed of both memer , Ottawa Commandery is shown in the picture below as Parade
bers of the RCMP and many municipal and provincial police officCommander of the 2011 Annual Peace Keepers parade in Ottawa. ers that have served as Police on UN Missions.
He is wearing a blue beret that acknowledges his mission experience in Jamaica where for 18 months he worked with the Jamaica The parade is staged annually at the National Peacekeeping MonuDefence Forces to renew, build and develop their training program ment in Ottawa and other similar parades are held across the country. The parade occurs every year since 2008 on the Sunday closest
to the 9th of August to recognize that day back in 1974 when Canada experienced its greatest loss of life in a single incident during a
peacekeeping operation. Nine Canadians were killed while serving
with the United Nations Emergency Force in Egypt. They were
sent to supervise the ceasefire between Egyptian and Israeli forces
and died when the plane they were traveling in was shot down by
Syrian surface-to-air missiles.
Although Maj. Justin Schmidt-Clever doesn‘t see hospice and palliative care as a major issue in Jamaica, he identifies HIV/AIDS as
an on-going concern and as a result there are folks that will need
some type of end-of-life care. If the Grand Priory is interested, he
views that a simple donation of Caregiver's Guides would be significant investment in the country.

Updating the Grand Prior’s Challenge
From the Chancery and the Almoner
As of March 1st, 2012 we have a
large number of postulants awaiting
investiture at this year‘s Chapter
General in Toronto. We have exceeded the challenge handed down by
Grand Prior Chev. Richard M. Dumbrille, at the May 2010 Chapter General in Quebec City. Our total takes
us to 68 new members since the initiation of the challenge.
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Total Funds Raised ($ Thousands)

Thank you to all our financial contributors and Welcome to our new
members! As we still have a year left
in the challenge, we don‘t have to
stop—please consider discussing the
benefits of membership and of donating with prospective members. With
additional members and funds we can
continue to exceed our Grand Priory
goals.

Grand Prior’s
Financial Challenge
$50,000 to support our
Ecumenical, Palliative Care
and Leprosy Goals
$66,914 raised as of
December 31, 2011

80

Number of New Members

As well, the Grand Prior‘s fundraising challenge has exceeded the
$50,000 goal by a substantial margin.
As of December 31, 2011, a total of
$66,914 in contributions has been
raised. The funds raised will be divided equally between our three main
mandates: the relief of leprosy, palliative care and ecumenism.

Grand Prior's
New Member Goal
"50 new members"
68 new members
as of March 1, 2012
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A Québec Member Honoured
On August 3, 2011, Capt. Jean St-Laurent, KStJ, CD, ADC, KLJ(J), OMLJ, (left) was awarded a commendation by the Minister of Veterans Affairs, the Honourable Steven Blaney, PC, for serving during
more than 40 years in various executive positions in Québec‘s North Shore area in support of veterans‘
and former service members‘ well-being in remote towns and villages as well as for ensuring compliance with the Lest We Forget principle in remembrance of those who fought for peace and freedom.
Capt. St-Laurent is at present President of the Baie-Comeau (Qc.) Branch and has been ViceCommander of the Saguenay/Lac-Saint-Jean District for the last 8 years.

Commandery Activities
As reported by Commandery Reporters

Caregiver Guide to Huntington

teaching and learning resource and is distributed to students studying End of Life
Care for Older Adults, a second year course
offered through the Gerontology program.

On September 21, 2011, a second order of
A Caregiver‘s Guide was delivered to Hun- Major Paul Henry is shown below presenttington University in Sudbury, Ontario. The ing the guides to Lorraine Mercer, Assistant
guide is used by Huntington University as a Professor in the Gerontology Program at
Huntington University, Dr. Kevin McCormick, President and Vice-Chancellor of
Huntington University and Ty Cumming, a
fourth year Gerontology student. Ty Cumming was selected as the inaugural recipient
of the Dr. Gerry Lougheed Jr. Scholarship,
an award that recognizes the academic
achievements and community service of a
student enrolled in the End of Life Care for
Older Adults course at Huntington Univer-

sity. As well, she was selected as the 2011
recipient of the Dr. John Morgan Memorial
Scholarship, awarded by Bereavement Ontario Network to a student pursuing higher
education in death education, grief, bereavement and/or related fields.
With course offerings in Gerontology, Communication Studies, Ethics, Religious Studies and Theology, Huntington University is
an interdisciplinary centre of teaching,
learning and research in liberal arts. A
founding member of the Laurentian Federation, Huntington provides an accessible
education in a student-focused environment.
For more information on Huntington University, please visit their website at
www.huntingtonu.ca

Toronto Mission receives additional funding
On November 16, 2011, Maria Drossos, Director of Operations, St. John
the Compassionate Mission, Toronto, received with grateful thanks a
cheque for $500 from the Ecumenical Commission chaired by Major E.
Ruth Stokes, GCLJ.
Celebrating its Silver Jubilee this year, St. John‘s Mission has, in the
words of Jean Vanier, been ministering to all in ―the belief that each one is
important, whatever their situation. A community can‘t take in everyone
but it can become a sign, a sign that...there‘s a place where people believe
that love is possible.‖ The Mission is about more than just providing services to the economically poor – it is about addressing the loneliness and
abuse that lies at the core of poverty. With its whole heart, St. John‘s
thanks the Order for its ongoing support.

Maria Drossos, Director of Operations with clients, volunteers and
friends of St. John’s Mission.
Mme Maria Drossos, directrice des Opérations, en compagnie de
clients, de bénévoles et d’amis de la Mission St. John’s.

Western Ontario Donation
Capt. Tony Lea is presenting a cheque for $1,000 to the Hospice Niagara Executive Director
Margaret Jarrell, to help fund automatic door openers throughout the building to assist those
in wheelchairs and those who struggle with the heavy doors.
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Donations of A Caregiver’s Guide
Copies of A Caregiver‘s Guide were distributed by the Québec Commandery to both volunteer
divisions of the St. John Ambulance Brigade located in Baie-Comeau, on Québec‘s North Shore.
The two divisions concerned are D549 McCormick First Aid and D468 Therapy Dogs.
Capt. Jean-St-Laurent, KStJ, CD, ADC, KLJ(J), OMLJ, is shown here presenting a copy of the
guide to Claudine Otis, head of D549, and to Manon Gauthier, head of D468 T.D. More than 50
copies of the Guide were distributed to these volunteers.
Copies of A Caregiver‘s Guide were also distributed by the Québec Commandery to social services interveners from Québec‘s North Shore at a regional seminar held in Sept-Îles and attended by interveners from Tadoussac to Blanc-Sablon.
Capt. Jean St-Laurent, presented copies of the Guide to Mrs. Cyndie Brisson-Breton, nursing advisor, Medical Affairs Branch, Agence
de la Côte-Nord du Québec. Some 40 interveners received a copy of the Guide as reference material.

Ottawa donates to a number of local agencies
On October 24, 2011, Ottawa Commander, Ted McNabb, and Commandery Hospitaller, Anna Cullinan, travelled around the Ottawa area
to deliver donation cheques to some deserving charities involved in
palliative care, along with the Algonquin College Foundation. We were
very impressed with the programs and especially with the involvement
of volunteers in these organizations. The Order in Ottawa is proud to
provide financial assistance to these organizations.
Kathryn Downer, Executive Director of Friends of Hospice, accepts a donation from Ted McNabb, Commander of the Ottawa Commandery, and Anna
Cullinan, Hospitaller.

Dan Clapin, Managing Director of The Perley and Rideau Veterans' Health Centre
Foundation, accepts a donation from Ted McNabb, Commander of the Ottawa
Commandery, and Anna Cullinan, Hospitaller.

Mme Kathryn Downer, directrice exécutive de Friends of Hospice, accepte un
don de M. Ted McNabb, commandeur de la Commanderie d’Ottawa, et de
Mme Anna Cullinan, hospitalière.

M. Dan Clapin, directeur général de la Perley and Rideau Veterans' Health Centre
Foundation, accepte un don de M. Ted McNabb, commandeur de la Commanderie d’Ottawa, et de Mme Anna Cullinan, hospitalière.

Montreal Commandery attends Thanksgiving Service
On Monday February 6th, 2012 the members of the Montreal Commandery attended
a special TE DEUM thanksgiving service at the Church of St. John The Evangelist.
The Service was one of Thanksgiving for Her Majesty the Queen‘s 60 th Anniversary
of Accession to the Throne of Great Britain and the Commonwealth. The Church
was full as the members of the Order processed into their choir stalls led by a crucifer and the banner bearer. The Service was conducted by the Rector of the Church,
Fr. Keith Schmidt, assisted by Fr. Marc-Philippe Vincent, AChLJ., our Chaplain,
Pastor Eric Dyck, JCHLJ., CMLJ and the Old Testament Lesson was read in French
by Chev. Garrfield Du Couturier-Nichol, KLJ., CMLJ, our Ecumenical Affairs Representative.
The Sermon was delivered by the Rev. Arlen Bonnar, Minister at the Church of St.
James United Church. Rousing British hymns and choral music provided the wonderful background to this very moving Service which included a piper from the
Black Watch Regiment who followed in the Order of St. Lazarus procession. As
well as a trumpet enlarging the sounds coming from the raised choir loft gave everyone present a feeling of attending a very royal service indeed.
Members of the Montreal Commandery with the Clergy of
Church of St. John The Evangelist and Professor Peter
McNally (front row) who is an collector of Royal memorabilia and expert on the history of the Royal Family.

A reception followed the Service at which the Members of the Order mingled with
members of the Royal Commonwealth Society and the Monarchist League of Canada, and their local President, Dr. Douglass Dalton. The Montreal Commandery
continues to be strongly involved in the Ecumenical Services in the downtown area.
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Commandery Investiture
The following members were Decorated,
Promoted or Invested in the Military and
Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, by the hand of the Grand Prior of the
Order in Canada, at a Commandery Investiture, held in Montreal, Quebec, December
11, 2011:

Promotions and invested/Promotions et investir
Knight/Chevalier
Mr Rodrigue Garon, CLJ

Commander/Commandeur
M Pierre Drouin, CLJ
Les membres suivants ont été décorés, pro- Abbe J. G. Morin, CLJ
mus ou investis dans l‘Ordre militaire et
M Erik Plourde, CLJ
hospitalier de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem par Mrs Christine Schattauer, CLJ
le Grand Prieur de l‘Ordre au Canada, lors
d‘une investiture de commanderie tenue à
Member
Montréal (Québec), le 11 décembre 2011 : M Louis Lavoie MLJ
M Alain Rivard MLJ
Commander of Merit/Commandeur de Mé- M Stephan Harvey MLJ
rite
M Michel Lacoursiere MLJ
Mme Shirley Parent, DLJ
M Aylmer Baker MLJ
M Herman Bedard MLJ

Western Ontario develops pilot Home care Support Program
The overall goal of the Home Caregiver Support Program is to provide information and assistance to non-professional caregivers who are providing care for
family members or friends suffering from chronic or terminal illnesses within
the confines of their own home. Caregivers can include other family members,
partners, parents, children, and close friends.
The program is funded by The Order of Saint Lazarus. Content development
and coordination of presentations is conducted by local Branches of St. John
Ambulance at an easily accessible location. Presentations times can vary (e.g.,
daytime, evening, etc.) with no single presentation exceeding 3 hours in length.
The first two sections on Physical Needs and Emotional Needs have been divided into two parts, of 90 minutes duration each, if it is desired to give the presentation over two sessions. The last two sections on Social/Information and Spiritual Needs are 90 minutes duration each and can be combined into one 3 hour
session. The complete program can be presented over 3 half-days. Participants
can take one or more of these presentations, as their needs dictate. Since potential attendees may already be performing caregiver duties, respite care may be
arranged by St. John personnel, with local hospices, or CCAC as part of the
program.

Quebec hosts Emerald Ball
The Fairmont Chateau Frontenac was the location of
Quebec Commandery Emerald Ball on October 29,
2011. Some 340 people attended the Ball with special
guests Mr. Regis Labaume (Mayor of Quebec) and
singer Rene Simard.
All the guests were able to enjoy the military component of the evening with the presence of the Garde en
Rouge, Royal 22nd Regiment, the 78th Fraser Highlanders, the Voltigeurs de Quebec and a group of
knights in armour.

Of special note is the donation of $90,000 to Fondation Sourdine. Shown below are M. Farouk Cheikha,
President of the Fountation, M. Claude Labbe, Commander, Mme Isablle Hudon, President of Sunlife
Canada and Honourary President of the Emerald Ball
Most of the content for this program was used with permission from: ―A Caregiver‘s Guide - A Handbook About End-Of-Life Care‖, published by the Cana- and Mme. Andree Boisclair , Founding President of
dian Hospice Palliative Care Association and The Order of Saint Lazarus. Copy- Ecloe Oraliste de Quebec.
right of ―The Guide‖ is retained by The Order of Saint Lazarus.
There will be no certificate of attendance or completion offered for this program. Attendance will be taken solely to assist the funding and to provide coordinating agencies some idea of the program‘s efficacy.

Program development and additional content was written by Dr. Robert M.
Boyko, Provincial Medical Advisor, Ontario Council, St. John Ambulance. Dr.
Boyko has experience as a Family Physician and Hospitalist, and is a Coroner
for the Province of Ontario. He is also an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of
Medicine, University of Toronto.
Chev. Tony Lea is credited with concept design, fundraising and promotion.
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Toronto Fall Ecumenical
Twenty members and spouses of Toronto Commandery headed north near the village of Sutton
on Oct 2, 2011 to attend a service at St. George‘s Anglican Church. The small congregation
warmly welcomed their visitors on what was the last seasonal service for the year. The Commandery Chaplain, Fr. Philip Kennedy participated in the celebration by delivering the homily.
During coffee after the service, we learned that this church has the oldest stained glass windows
in Upper Canada.
Following the service, the Commandery moved to Jackson‘s Point to enjoy a fine lunch at the
hotel operated by long time member Mr. John Sibbald, CLJ, MMLJ shown here with Dame Susan Schaal. Here we also learned that John had recently been honoured with the Lieutenant Governor‘s Lifetime Achievement Award for his years of work with the Red Barn Theatre.

Passages
Remembering Members of the Grand Priory
George Edward Jenkins, MD, FRCP(C), FAPA passed peacefully at his residence in London, On on Tuesday,
May 31, 2011, in his 98th year. George graduated in medicine from the University of Western Ontario in 1938
and completed his training in psychiatry at the University of Toronto in 1942. He served in the Royal Canadian
Medical Corps during WW II and subsequently in the militia retiring as a Lt. Colonel. Following the war
George returned to London where he served as Head of London Psychiatric Outpatients for over three decades,
providing care and continuing support to his many patients. He was also an Assistant Professor at the UWO
School of Medicine. George enjoyed his longstanding friendships as a member of the Order of St. Lazarus and
other community organizations.

Col. Bernardus (Ben) A. van Ruiten MSM,CD, KLJ ,MMLJ passed peacefully February 23 rd, 2012 after a
long , extremely full and happy life. Born in Holland, he lived through the German occupation of his homeland
during the war immigrating to Canada at the age of 29. In his adopted country he rose from employment in the
supply department to the position of CEO for Florist Supply in Winnipeg and served as the Honorary Consul
of the Netherlands for 17 years. He was forever grateful to the personnel of the Canadian Armed forces who
restored freedom to the Netherlands in the 19 45 and spent 13 happy years as the Honorary Colonel of 17
Wing. He was a member of the Manitoba Commandery for 20 years and served as its Commander.
Ben served on many boards, received many honours and awards and was a fund raiser for many worthy causes. He played the occasional round of golf, enjoyed the company of friends and strove to make life better. He
will be remembered for his kind heart, twinkling blue eyes, fun loving spirit, cheerful personality and strong
work ethic. He leaves his soul mate , Arlene, a daughter, two grandchildren, many nieces , nephews and godchildren as well as a host of friends and colleagues to mourn his demise. A celebration of his life took place in
Winnipeg on February 28th, 2012
Jean Casselman Wadds, OC, CLJ, BA, LLD, died peacefully on 25 November, 2011 at her beloved home on
the banks of the St. Lawrence River in Prescott, Ontario. She was 91 years of age and a member of Toronto
Commandery since 1983. Mrs. Wadds was the third woman to be elected to the Canadian House of Commons, filling the seat of her husband Arza Casselman, who was first elected in 1921 and held the seat from
1925 until his death in 1958. When elected, she joined her father, the Hon. Earl Rowe, as the first ever fatherdaughter team to serve in the House of Commons. She held the seat for ten more years, during which time
she became the first woman in Canadian history to be appointed as a parliamentary secretary. In 1961 she
became the first woman to be appointed by the Canadian government as a delegate to the United Nations,
however, of her many firsts, the most famous came in 1979 when she was the first woman to be appointed
Canadian High Commissioner to Great Britain in the Court of Saint James.
It was during her time in London that the Canadian Constitution was repatriated. In his memoirs, Pierre Trudeau said, ―It was thanks to three women that we were eventually able to reform our Constitution - the
Queen, who was favourable; Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister, who undertook to do everything that our
Parliament asked of her; and Jean Wadds, who represented the interest of Canada so well in London.― Mrs.
Casselman Wadds was awarded the Order of Canada in 1982. She is survived by her two loving children,
Nancy and Clair and her extended family.
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Halifax, 1979

Location and date unknown

Calgary, 2000

Pictures from
the past 50
years

Edmonton, 1984

Winnipeg, 1996

Banff, 1975
Toronto, 1980

Thunder Bay, 2008
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Order Form for
50th Anniversary Medal

Full Name

Rank

Commandery
Address
City

Province

Postal Code

e-mail
Description

Number

Cost

=

Medal

$ 30

=

Medal & Miniature Set

$ 50

=

Total

GRAND TOTAL : $___________
2 WAYS TO PURCHASE:
1. Scan or print to desktop your Order Form as a PDF document and email to: canada50@stlazarus.ca
2. Cut out and Mail this printed Order Form to:
Saint Lazarus Canada 50 Medal
1435 Sanford Fleming Avenue, Suite 100,
Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3H3
METHOD OF PAYMENT : (Check one)
 CHEQUE IS ENCLOSED (payable to « The Order of Saint Lazarus »)
 SEND ME YOUR INVOICE WITH THE MEDAL(S)

SIGNATURE

Date
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CODICIL TO THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF
___________________________________
It is my wish that this codicil be appended to my last Will and Testament which was dully executed and
witnessed on the __________ day of_____________________________ 20____.
I, the undersigned hereby amend my last Will and testament dated______________________
by directing that a donation in the amount of $__________________ be paid out of my general estate to the
Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem in Canada as soon as possible after my death.
The interest from this bequest is to be used for its general purposes.
Signed and dated this day of __________________________, 20____ .
in the Province of __________________________.
__________________________
Witness

__________________________
Testator Signature

Address_________________________________________

__________________________
Witness
Address_________________________________________

(To be a valid codicil the two witnesses must be present and sign at the same time as the testator executes
the codicil.) This codicil in French is also valid in Québec if entirely handwritten by the testator (trix) and
signed by him (her).

Gazette April 2012

20

