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Mission
The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem in Canada, known as
the Grand Priory of Canada, is a jurisdiction of an international organization founded in
1098, and committed to serving humanity. Its national purpose is exclusively charitable
and, as a corporation, it focuses on the advancement of solutions to medical and ecumenical issues, the provision of aid to the suffering and dying, and continued support for the
treatment and cure of leprosy.
Goals
 To fund research and treatment for Leprosy
 To fund elements of care within the medical/palliative care community consistent
with the Order’s mission
 To enhance the study and promotion of ecumenism within Canada
 To operate an effective organization that reflects both a Canadian focus and current
business practices
 To promote national unity and the qualities of good citizenship
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which we would like our quality product to
be presented in the next years to come. An
As mentioned in the last issue of the Gazette idea that Warren and I discussed recently
in April of this year, the electronic quill has has been the establishment of an Editorial
been passed down from my good friend
board for the Gazette. In the upcoming isCaptain (ret’d) Warren Tracz over the
sues, we will discuss this matter and at the
course of this past summer to myself. I’m
same time it is our wish (Warren, Tim
pleased to announce that Warren will reGroulx and I) to hold a meeting at our next
main as Co-Editor of the Gazette and also
Chapter General in Montreal to further elabserve as my mentor during this transition
orate the planning of this eventual commitperiod and the next few years. For those that tee within the Canadian Grand Priory. In the
are not familiar with me, I have been a
mean time if you have ideas where to take
member of our great order since 2009. I
our Gazette to the next level in this 21st
retired in 2009 from the Canadian Forces
Century, please do not hesitate to inform us
with the rank of Major. I’m an Educator
of your ideas.
(High School Principal) in the city of Sudbury.
During the last few years, I’ve been busy
distributing A Caregiver’s Guide: A HandI’ve also been inbook About End-Of-Life Care, to various
volved with the To- community groups in and around Sudbury.
ronto Commandery Which in fact takes me to my next interest.
Council for the last As an educator that supports student learn3 years as the North- ing at a local high school, one of the proern Ontario Chair
grams that has been spearheaded for the past
and Marshall. Since few years at my school is that of the Spetaking over the
cialist High Skills Major in Health Sciences
reigns as Editor, I
(grades 11 and 12 students). At some point
have posed for my- it would be an advantage for the Grand Priself many questions ory and the Canadian Hospice Palliative
as to the direction in Care Association, to be involved in a part-

From the Editor

nership with High Schools in Ontario and
other Provinces, that offer this type of programming, in order to establish a certification in Palliative Care in conjunction with A
Caregiver’s Guide as the template for programming. To further your knowledge on
Specialist High Skills Majors, I encourage
you to read up on it at www.edu.gov.on.ca.
I’m sure that we shall have the chance to
elaborate on this more in Montreal in 2014,
and engage the membership and youth of
our great country. As was also pointed out
in the last issue, our continued goal will be
to communicate the good works we are doing in the name of Saint Lazarus and as engaged Christians. As you shall see my Confrères, the motto, Atavis et Armis, will continue to guide the various articles of the
Gazette. As always, feel free to contact us
at: gazette@stlazarus.ca or at
paul.henry@nouvelon.ca, in order to discus
future articles or directions for the Gazette.

Major (ret’d) Paul Henry,
CD, CLJ, MMLJ, M.Ed.
Editor

Address of the Grand Prior to the Chapter General in Edmonton
by Chev. Richard M. Dumbrille, CM, GCLJ (J), GOMLJ, Grand Prior Emeritus
Confrères et Consoeurs, as I look back over
the past 3 years, when it has been my privilege to be your Grand Prior, I try to recall
the many special times that we honoured the
50th Anniversary of the return of our Order
to Canada. Like you, I consider it an honour
to be part of this noble Order. I personally
am grateful to you, the members, who have
supported me during my years as your
Grand Prior.
I remember well how I thought my Grand
Prior’s Challenge would be just that– a challenge to our Canadian Grand Priory, which
was at the time around 400 members. You
responded to my challenge with enthusiasm.
What I thought would be difficult to achieve
turned out to be a piece of cake. I asked you
in honour of our 50th Anniversary to raise
$50,000.00 in three years. You responded
by raising $100,977.66 on top of what you
had targeted for your own annual Commandery endeavours. That figure being
nearly $1000.00 more than double my original monetary challenge. This extraordinary
achievement, on the advice of Major (ret’d)
Ruth Stokes, Chair of our Ecumenical Commission and Dr. Peter Schaal, Chair or our

Medical Commission will be distributed
equally this weekend, between our three
Principle Mandates: Ecumenism, Leprosy
and Palliative Care.

an Grand Priory, with its dedicated Arctic
Delegation established there, is ready to be
recognized, as these important new powers
are introduced.

Three years ago, I asked you to honour our
50th Anniversary by bringing into our Order
50 Postulants. You responded by presenting
over 79 candidates. I do believe that in these
past three years there has been an awakening within the membership of the Canadian
Grand Priory. I believe that our Canadian
Grand Priory has in its membership an
abundance of achievers. I know our Canadian Grand Priory, as the saying goes is on a
roll! I have observed that our Commanderies and Delegations are led by dedicated
Commanders. These Commanders are as
committed to our Order as we could ever
ask for.

I have not visited as many Commanderies/
Delegations as I would like to have done,
but I am pleased to advise you that at the
conclusion of this Chapter General, I will
journey with members of my family to Yellowknife to accept an invitation to visit and
encourage our Arctic Delegation.

Our Canadian Grand Priory, besides its
Grand Prior’s successful challenge has other
recognizable achievements. These include
the completion of our remarkable DVD project under the careful guidance of L/Col.
Mark Macpherson. Now completed, I hope
you all have taken advantage of the opportunity to view this outstanding project. AdI am sure you are already aware that early
ditionally, the continued worldwide demand
this spring, for the benefit of the North West for our distinguished publication A CaregivTerritories peoples, our Federal Government ers’s Guide and the successful launch of our
announced the granting of substantial new
long awaited and much needed website are
powers and responsibilities to the N.W.T.
also projects which continue to bring credit
This certainly indicates that the N.W.T. is
to our Canadian Grand Priory.
destined for Provincial Status. The Canadi- Richard M. Dumbrille, Grand Prior
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A message from our retiring Executive Director
by Dame Jean M. Matheson, DCLJ, CMLJ, FCIA, PAdm.
Over the past 25 years we have worshipped together, worked together, celebrated together, laughed together and wept together. But isn’t
that what families do? As my last day as an employee of the Order approaches, I look forward to joigning the ranks of volunteers and
will be available to assist in whatever I may be called upon to do.
I sometimes like to reflect about changes that have taken place at the Chancery over the past 25 years. We have moved from the typewrite age to the computer age. Yes we did use typewriters 25 years ago and most of the information now kept on the computer data base
was recorded manually. We have changed the location of the Chancery twice. The last move was to have sufficient accommodation for
administration of the international order, a request that came out of meetings held in 2004. Changes since that time, have taken place and
gradually the Administrative headquarters have been moving back to Europe with the Grand Secretary General in America.
As someone who enjoys history, I often think about that of the Order. Can you imagine what a 900 year old Knight would do with a cell
phone or email. The consequences of the Crusades would invevitably have been very different.
And so we move forward. The 50 years since the Order was organized in Canada it has continued to increase and take on new charitable
objectives, more changes will take place and who knows what the future will hold. As individuals we all suffer from a common disease
for which a cure has not yet been found, but do we want a cure? Aging in good health is a premium. Let’s all hope every one of us enjoys the senior years.
Also, as the recently retired Executive Director of the Grand Priory in Canada I am pleased to introduce my successor in the person of L/
Col Dennis Hearn. A very capable professional well qualified in organizational management. His personal interest in the Order of Saint
Lazarus will prove to be a great asset toward its future development as it moves forward with new strategies for growth and development. I know he will appreciate hearing from you and receiving the support which I enjoyed over my twenty-five years in the Chancery.
I sincerely hope that the many friends I have made during my journey with you in the past 25 years will continue to keep in touch. I am
not leaving the Saint Lazarus family, just joining the ranks as a volunteer. As the Order moves forward, may we reach out for God’s
blessing.

A quick introduction to the Grand Priory new Executive Director
by Corps Sgt. Major Eric Young, MSM, KCLJ, GOMLJ, Chancellor
For the benefit of those of you who were not present at the Edmonton Chapter General, please be advised that Mr. Dennis Hearn, a recently retired senior military health care administrator and Health Services Officer has now been engaged in our employ, and replaces
Dame Jean Matheson at our Chancery office. Mr. Hearn has extensive management experience in human resources, business planning,
finance management, policy development and project management. He has excellent verbal and written communication skills and possesses a «B» level bilingual skill, having served for 5 years in French language military units. He is familiar with not for profit legislation, and fully conversant with current financial and budget management practices. Mr. Hearn possesses a BA in economics and an
Executive MBA. He served 40 years in Canada’s military and retired in 2012 with the rank of Lt. Colonel. He is a practising Christian,
has an engaging personality and I am confident he will be an enormous asset to the Canadian Grand Priory and will serve the Order with
distinction. I would encourage all of you to take time to contact L/Col (ret’d) Hearn at the Chancery and introduce yourself to him.
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An Interview with the new Executive Director of the Canadian Grand Priory
This interview was conducted by co-editor Capt. Warren Tracz CD, KCLJ, OMLJ during the summer of 2013. The purpose is to allow
readers to become acquainted with LCol. Dennis Hearn, CD who replaces Dame Jean Matheson after 26 years as the Executive Director.
The Gazette (G): What attracted you to the Order of St. Lazarus?
Executive Director (ED): Since the mid-eighties I’ve been attracted to not-for-profit agencies primarily in charitable healthcare and
ecumenical organizations. Five years ago I developed and implemented my exit strategy from the Canadian Armed Forces and part of
that strategy was to search for an interesting and enjoyable employment opportunity where I could put my talents, skills and competencies to good use. Consequently, I’ve used various employment websites, especially Charity Village, to search for the right fit position.
In March 2013, I came across the Director posting advertisement for the Order of St. Lazarus and, because I first became aware of the
Order in 1986 upon my commissioning as a Healthcare Administrator, it caught my eye and interest and I decided to throw my hat into
the ring and applied for the position. Now that I’ve been in the position for two months I’m convinced that the Order of St. Lazarus and
I are a good fit.
G: Can you give us some brief background on what you did prior to coming to the Order of St. Lazarus?
ED: Prior to coming to the Order, I spent most of my adult life in military healthcare. In fact I enjoyed a 40-year career in the military
first as a medic and then as a commissioned officer educated and trained as a Healthcare Administrator. As a medic I worked mainly in
primary care, emergency care, trauma care and hospitalist care. In the latter role, as a young 22 year old medic posted to Quebec City, I
was introduced to palliative care in a military hospital setting and then in a civilian hospital setting. That palliative care experience
remains vivid in my mind to this very day. During my clinical years I had the good fortune to work in several combat arms field units;
medical field and hospital units and aboard naval ships of war.
In the mid-eighties, upon graduation from the University of Manitoba and followed by commissioning, I served in various successive
positions as a Healthcare Administrator. As a newly commissioned officer I was introduced to the added professional and community
responsibilities required and expected of an officer. I learned the concept of social responsibility and was “volon-told “or encouraged to
participate in community and volunteer organizations. Social responsibility is a concept I took to with enthusiasm and I have been volunteering ever since. The organizations in which I volunteer tend to be ecumenical, community, professional and social. My roles included basic volunteer (the one role I enjoy the most), secretary, president and director. Consequently, I have a strong volunteer management experience.
As I advanced in rank, I gained more experience of course. I entered hospital administration rather early for a Healthcare Administrator
but, fortunately for me, it was the right time as the government of the day at the time ordered the closure of the military hospital system.
I also served several staff appointments in other medical units as Adjutant, Operations Officer and Deputy Commanding Officer. I also
gained a vast experience in education and training and during my last 12 years of service I was responsible for strategic medical education and training. This included finance management. When I left my last appointment I business planned and managed business budgets of $25 million and $42 million in federal contracts. In fact my current position, believe it or not, is eerily similar to my last appointment!

(continued on page 6……..)
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G: What in those roles prepared you for becoming an Executive Director of a not-for-profit organization?
ED: I didn’t mention it but from 20012 - 2013, concurrent to my normal staff appointment As Senior Staff Officer Personnel Generation, I also had a project management position for Project Rx 2000, The Renewal of the Military Health Care System. As such I was
Executive Advisor to a new health association that was sponsored and funded by the Surgeon-General and DND. As such I, was involved in its development from the ground up and conducted all business planning and ensured the association it was fully developed to
transition to a civilian entity. Therefore, this association experience over a decade, combined with my administrative, operational, financial, education and training, command and leadership backgrounds, prepared me well for this Executive Director position of a notfor-profit organization. Let’s not forget my experience in volunteer management either. I believe all these experiences, skills and competencies prepare me for this particular not-for-profit and charitable organization.
G: How are things going in the Chancery?
ED: So far so good. I must say though, I can’t get over how busy the Chancery actually is. I don’t think the membership realizes how
much two part-time staff and a host of dedicated volunteers actually do. Although I’m happy about it, I never expected the interface that
exists daily among volunteers, Commanderies, committees, national and provincial stakeholders and national and international staffs.
The Chancery certainly couldn’t do what it has to do without the dedication, diligence and hard work of the Chancery’s Administrative
Assistant, Lynne Grenier. Lynne keeps me on the straight and narrow and is the Chancery’s most valuable asset.
Speaking of valuable assets, the Chancery couldn’t operate without the valuable assistance offered by numerous persons and officers of
the Grand Priory who offer their services, advice, guidance and support to the chancery and me. Although I haven’t met most of them,
I feel and sense their dedication and loyalty to the Order and all it stands for. I realize that it is they who keep the Grand Priory alive.
G: What changes in equipment, processes or operations are being considered and how /when will those occur?
ED: Since I’ve been at the Chancery, I immediately made several observations regarding equipment, processes and operations. They’ll
have to be analyzed, prioritized and costed before I place them before the Executive Committee and Council for consideration and approval. Of course, where it is within my remit, some things I have implemented or am in the process of implementing. Ancient equipment that even I, at my advanced age, can’t recognize, no longer resides at the Chancery.
I do believe in the good use of technology and, where it makes sense, is affordable and improves efficiency, I will attempt to introduce
it. The Chancery could do with a little modernization and the Chancellor, Lynne and I are looking at certain areas to modernize. That is
simply an observation and not a criticism. For me, I am interested on issues of governance, accountability, transparency and finance and
it is these issues that I am currently considering. I can’t give you a specific time frame when they will occur but suffice to say they are
being addressed. There’ll be more to follow on this.
G: We’ll look forward to your future report. On behalf of the membership, thank you for this introduction.
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THE GRAND PRIOR’S TRIP TO MALTA
By Sarah Jane Dumbrille, DCLJ,
OMLJ, BA
The Grand Prior and I had the privilege of
representing the Canadian Grand Priory at
an important meeting of the Order in Malta
from May 7 to 12, 2013. The occasion was
to mark the 40th Anniversary of the handover of the Torri Ta’ Lanzun and was presided by H.E. don Carlos Gereda de Borbon,
Marquis of Almazan, Grand Master of the
Order. The event was jointly hosted by the
Grand Commandery of the Castello, The
Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands and
The Commandery of Gozo. To combat jet
lag, we spent a few days in London first
where we were very fortunate to get tickets
for the short run of The Audience in which
Helen Merrin played Her Majesty The
Queen. We also managed to lunch with
dear friends at their beautiful country
home, see a memorable musical concert at
Royal Albert Hall and attend a church service in the Queen’s Chapel at St. James’s
Palace where one of the Queen’s Chaplains
delivered an outstanding sermon and where
the choir filled the tiny Chapel with the
most heavenly music.
On May 7, we took a 3- hour flight to Malta where, in the St. Lazarus tradition, we
were warmly greeted by a member, Adrian
M. Farrugia CLJ who gave us a few
minutes to freshen up before taking us on
what turned into a 4- hour tour around the
island. What a special treat this was! With
a population of 410,000 and covering 316
square kilometres, Malta is a large island
surrounded by a few smaller islands lying
92 km off Sicily and 290 km off the coast
of Africa. Its capital, where we spent most
of our time, is Valletta which has beautiful
natural harbours. It temperature in the
summer is very much like ours but in winter, it is warmer with a range of 10-18 degrees C.. Rain can be a problem if it brings
with it sand from the Sahara Desert which
then coats everything in a fine dust. Such a
rain had happened the week before we arrived, and many cars were still covered in
dusty sand. Malta gained its independence
from Britain in 1964. There was little tourism here until the 1970s, but today cruise
ships bring an abundance of visitors. With
nothing very far from the Mediterranean
Sea, Malta is truly beautiful. The streets are
quite hilly, and when driving along the
coast, there are spectacular cliffs.

Malta has no resources
except stone. People
are hard working. We
learned from two other
trips to Malta that honey from Malta is exceptionally fine. Likewise, Maltese bread
dipped in Maltese olive oil is a must. Although the island is so
small that villages run
into each other, we did
see some acreage dedicated to growing crops
which included a large strawberry region.
Except for potatoes and tomatoes, they
grow only enough food for the local population. We passed by numerous watchtowers used in the past for defence and as a
line of communication. Many were built
and used by knights.

However, at the last minute, it was decided
to wait until the Feast of Santa Maria had
taken place. On the eve of the Feast, 16
warships appeared on the horizon and 3 or
4 of these made it into the harbour of Malta
with supplies. A miracle had happened and
Malta was saved. Today there are many
Maltese men called “Winston” who, when
We passed by St. Paul’s Bay where St. Paul born during this time, were given Winston
landed, and we could see his statue on a
Churchill’s name. We stopped at Mosta
small island offshore. We even passed
Church where there is still evidence of the
Popeye Village where Popeye was filmed
bomb that penetrated its dome during a
years ago. Toward the end of our tour, the church service with 400 people attending.
walls of Mdina loomed in the distance.
The bomb landed sideways on the floor of
Built in Roman times, it was transformed
the church but failed to explode, thus savby the Arabs in the 8th Century into an im- ing hundreds of lives. Nearby are several
pregnable citadel. Today, it has a wealth of small caves hand-cut in early Christian
architecture dating from Norman Times
times out of the soft sandstone and used as
when it became a centre of power. With all burial places. Many of these caves or grotthe tourists having left, we had Mdina to
tos are connected and served as hiding
ourselves, except for its few permanent
places for Christians. It was not until the
residents. Its narrow passageways and
1950s that the bones were gathered and put
ancient stone buildings took on the rosy
in boxes.
glow of the setting sun. Adrian knew just
where to take us for some refreshments
Today, one can visit some of these grottos,
where the view of the surrounding country- the most famous being St. Paul’s Grotto
side for miles around amplified just how
where St. Paul spent his time after being
strategic Mdina was. A few shops reshipwrecked on the island of Malta. Of
mained open selling interesting souvenirs
course, stories about the ancient knights
while tucked out of sight was a luxurious
had special interest to us as well. The ansmall hotel where well known people like
cient knights, settling first in Rhodes were
to hide for a holiday.
trained as seafarers who also spent time
caring for the sick. When they lost a war
Returning to the beautiful Excelsior Hotel, with the Moslems, they went to Malta
with its colourful gardens and views of the where they established Valletta, beat the
harbour, we enjoyed the evening buffet of Turks and continued their good works.
the best Malta has to offer. We continued
They were threatened by the French when
seeing the sites of Malta the next day,
Napoleon stopped on his way to Egypt to
Wednesday, May 8. Due to Malta’s strate- get water in 1798, but when the British
gic location, the island was truly a battlefleet appeared to help the knights, the
ground during World War II and stories as French left. One of the highlights of our
well as physical reminders of the war are
day was following the inside of the wall in
still very evident today. When Malta got to Valletta. At one point, we had a fascinatthe point that there was no food and its
ing and very privileged stop at the Knights
infrastructure was crippled from continuous Hospitaller or Sacara Infermeria: It is not
bombing, it was on the verge of surrender- generally open to the public.
ing.
(continued on next page…………..)
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The hospital mainly consists of a room 160
metres long. This same room served as an
infirmary during World War I and World
War II hundreds of beds were laid out in 4
rows. Today this room is part of the Malta
Conference Centre, and it is here the Queen
has attended a Commonwealth Conference.
With one of the main roles of the Order of
St. Lazarus being to care for the sick, it was
very moving to be able to see where ancient
knights in Malta had performed a similar
role. As we passed by different harbours, it
was interesting to note that all fishing boats
have an eye painted on each side of their
bow. Dating back to Phoenician times, this
eye is intended to ward off any evil spirits
which may be a danger when out at sea.
We stopped by the Upper Barracca Gardens
which once was a private garden of the
knights and which leads out on to a terrace
overlooking the Grand Harbour. Churchill
tried to impress Roosevelt by leading him
out on to this terrace at the time of the Malta Conference to show him the On Thursday, May 9, with a driver and guide, we
took a short but interesting ferry ride over
to the Island of Gozo.

where an arch of rock, many feet high has
been eroded by the wind and water and
frames an azure blue bay of water. Close
by on outcroppings of rock is what is called
Fungus Rock. Now protected, it was valued
by the knights for medicinal purposes. After a wonderful Maltese lunch in a café cut
out of the rock at the top of a steep street in
Victoria, we visited the Ta’Dbeigi Craft
Village to see jewellery and lace being
made and pottery being painted. Returning
to Malta by ferry, we had time to visit the
war museum before returning to the hotel
for a rest. Dinner that evening was on a
darkened narrow street at Palazzo Preca.
Once again the events of the day taught us
something about the knights.

The next day, Friday, May 10, we took part
in a group visit with some other St. Lazarus
members to the world renown Hal-Saflieni
Hypogeum. Not to waste a minute because
we were early for our appointed time, our
St. Lazarus host took us for an hour long
drive to pretty parts of Valletta that we otherwise would have missed. The Hypogeum
is a protected site; only a few people an
hour are allowed to visit and entrance is by
The island is beautiful with pristine homes appointment only. “Hypogeum” is the
surrounded by an abundance of colourful
Greek word for underground and this underflowers. Life seems to stand still here. The ground area consists of an astounding series
locals are serviced on the street where they of multi-level caves where, in Neolithic
live by everything from the milk and bakery times, the dead were buried.
truck to the shoe truck. Here we stopped
first at the Temples of Ggantija, the oldest
In excess of 700 human skeletons have been
free standing structures yet found in the
found here. After lunch by the hotel pool,
world dating back to 3500 BC. Excavated we were taken to see the derelict home of
in the 1820s, the temples are made of gigan- Lord Louis Mountbatten who lived here
tic stones, and it is still easy to distinguish
when he was Commander of the Mediterrathe stone altars. The stones were rolled into nean Fleet. An uncle of Prince Philip, Lord
place and one stone supports another. The Mountbatten invited the Queen, then Prinnarrow passage leads off to round rooms
cess Elizabeth to stay with him and his
which are shaped to remind one of the hips wife, Edwina when she came to visit Prince
of the goddess of fertility. Ancient seas
Philip when he was posted to Malta on the
shells were visible in the stone. A craft
destroyer HMS Chequers and later Comstand outside the temple had uniquely made mander of HMS Magpie. On a pristine
scarves. We continued to explore Gozo
street in the Pieta area of Valletta, the
where steep roads with hairpin curves folhouse, known as Villa Guardamangia, was
lowing the coast are common. We stopped famous for its beautiful gardens.
to see the Azure window along the coast
However, today the owner
has let it fall into a state of
complete disrepair. The
front door steps come right
to the sidewalk and it
plays on one’s imagination
to stand there and look at
the massive front doors
still with their dolphin
knockers on them and imagine what it must have
been like in the 1940s and
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1950s. We stopped on the way back to the
hotel at the Ta’Qali village which stands on
an old World War II airfield and houses arts
and crafts workshops in old Nissen huts.
Dinner that night at Fumia was superb. Our
St. Lazarus events did not begin until the
evening of Saturday, May 11 so with the
daytime to ourselves, we visited the local
market in Valletta in the morning an after
lunch visited the newly re-opened and restored Lascaris War Rooms. One of Malta’s
best kept secrets during World War II, these
war rooms are situated 400 feet under the
Upper Barracca Gardens in Valletta and
housed Britain’s War headquarters. It was
from here that the defence of Malta was
waged and the Mediterranean operations
directed.
During World War II, Malta was subject to
3,340 air raids. 1,468 Maltese were killed
and nearly 4,000 were injured out of their
then population of 275,000. With 35,000
homes lost, there were 50,000 homeless.
16,000 tons of bombs were dropped on
Malta. The Lascaris War rooms contained
many different rooms that specialized in
everything from decoding to the coordination of air defence. In July 1943, the War
Rooms were used by General Eisenhower
and Field Marshal Montgomery as their
advanced Allied Headquarters for the invasion of Sicily. In the restoration, much
more research had been done to portray
more accurately their importance. On the
way back to the hotel, we stopped for refreshments at the nearby famous Phoenicia
Hotel. Set in seven acres of gardens and
with splendid views of the harbours, this
hotel is the grand dame of hotels in Malta
and was frequented by Prince Philip and
Princess Elizabeth who used to go to dinner
and dances here while they were in Malta in
the late 1940s.
The décor has changed little on the ground
floors from that time. That evening, we
were bussed from the hotel to the official
headquarters of the Order of Saint Lazarus
called the Torri Lanzun. Forty years before
LCol Robert Gayre had made possible the
acquisition of Torri ta’ Lanzun. Built in the
mid-1500s, the Torri, as it is affectionately
called, can be described as a Medieval tower house. It sits in a dominant position on a
hill, and in its early years was subject to
many attacks by Arabs and Turks. In more
modern times, it was used by the Nazi s in
World War II as a site line to bomb Malta.
(continued on next page……)

Now beautifully restored, its rooms and courtyard provide a chapel, offices and meeting place for the Order. The Anniversary was
marked with the unveiling of a plaque by the Grand Master. A drinks and finger food reception gave those present an opportunity to
mix and mingle with St. Lazarus members from many parts of the world. On Sunday, our last day in Malta, we had time to visit the
Malta at War Museum and the underground shelters, an amazing underground area of many rooms and passageways where thousands
of Maltese took shelter for days during the endless bombing raids. How awful it must have been! At 4 pm that afternoon, we were
bussed from the hotel to St. Paul’s Pro-Cathedral for the Investiture. Built in 1839 by money from Queen Adelaide, widow of King
William IV, it was the first Anglican Church in Malta. The Duke of Edinburgh is now its patron. A beautiful setting and a moving service complete to Choristers and all in the presence of the Grand Master made this Investiture very special. A Gala Dinner at the Excelsior Hotel in Valletta was a fitting closing to what had been such a memorable visit to Malta. Not only had we learned a lot about the
lifestyle of ancient knights but we had made many new friends in the Order. The Grand Prior and I will never forget the warm welcome
of members like Chev. Dr. J.R. Pace, Chev. Charles A. Gatt, Chev. Cev. Michael Ciavola, and Chev. Paul Banavage, to name just a
few, who looked after our every need as we planned our trip and made us feel so welcome during our stay. The next day, we had to rise
very early but made it home from this faraway place by early evening of the same day.

In the photo caption, our Grand Prior Emeritus,
Chev. Richard M. Dumbrille, CM, GCLJ (J),
GOMLJ, is seen with our Grand Master and other
distinguished guests at the Investiture evening
reception in Malta.

In the photo caption, the Grand Master is
assisted by the Grand Chancellor, Chev.
Edward B. White, GCLJ, CMLJ, BA at the
Investiture in Malta on May 12th, 2013.
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Information from the Chancery and quick updates at the Grand Priory level
Meeting Planned to Improve our Public Message
By Capt. (ret’d) Tim Groulx, CD, KCLJ (J), OMLJ
and Capt. (ret’d) Warren Tracz CD, KCLJ (J), OMLJ

During the recent Chapter General held in Edmonton, the Governing Council
authorized a one day workshop to be held in Toronto in the autumn to develop
the first stage of a public relations plan to bring together all of our promotional
resources such as The Gazette, the new www.stlazarus.ca web site, Caregiver’s
Guide, The Report, the new DVD and our brochures into a coordinated public
relations program. The workshop is planned for Saturday, October 5, 2013 from
10 AM to noon and then from 1 PM to 4 PM, Toronto time, at the offices of the Mount Pleasant Group in Toronto, Ontario. Since this
date is about the time the Gazette is in final printing, please bear with us if the tense used in this article is slightly ajar!
Our efforts will be guided by John Thibodeau, Vice-President of the Toronto public relations firm, Media Profile. Our objects for that
day are to:

(1) Develop a 60 second elevator message or “Overall Positioning Statement”: a statement that members can use to quickly and confidently communicate what the Order of St. Lazarus is and the benefits
of becoming a member.
(2) Develop 5 - 10 “focus areas” which are topic specific such as; ecumenism, leprosy, palliative and
hospice care, membership, what is the Order, etc.
(3) For each “focus area” we develop “key messages” which is information we want to relay to both
the membership and the public, and finally,
(4)
Develop “proof points”, such as “good news stories” that show the Order is making a difference
within the communities we serve, both nationally and locally.

Media Profile will then take our work and review it with a "team" from their office. They will edit our documents and recommend
final wording for review by the workshop participants. The end product will be presented to the Governing Council for final approval.
Each Commandery, Delegation and Commission has been asked to find a volunteer to participate in this workshop and the Grand Prior
or member of the Executive Committee have been asked to participate as well.
Kirby Marshall of the Arctic Delegation and his firm, Global Storm IT Corporation, is arranging teleconference for those volunteers
for whom it is impractical to travel for a 5 hours meeting.
It is our hope that we will have a productive day doing the work of the Order and have the first stage of a public relations plan ready to
present to the Governing Council at our next meeting in Ottawa on November 2, 2013. If the plan is approved, we will endeavour to
present this to all members of the Grand Priory at the next Chapter General in Montreal.
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Toronto Commandery Hospice August 2013 Update
By Dame Jackie Wood, DLJ, CMLJ

The major hospice project of Toronto Commandery discussed in an earlier edition of the Gazette has shown some progress. To recall, in
2006 the Hospice Foundation entered in negotiations with the Bob Rumball Centre for the Deaf to lease space in its Toronto facility to
establish a ten-bed hospice. When these discussions broke down, the Toronto Commandery Hospice set out on a search to locate and
acquire a suitable property in Toronto. This multi-year effort led to no less than 13 serious initiatives, none of which bore fruit. Sites included 685 Finch West, Bridgepoint, Don Mills, High Park, St John Convalescent Hospital, Sunnybrook, and 3 different scenarios at
North York General Hospital.
Then, at the end of 2012, Toronto developer John P. Conforzi agreed to donate a property on Kincort Street in Etobicoke in return for the
naming rights to the hospice. His offer was gratefully accepted by the hospice Board. The Hospice facility will be called Concetta Conforzi House after John’s late mother, Concetta.
Other major milestones in the project include successfully securing a Province of Ontario commitment for funding for nursing care up to
$80,000 per bed or $800,000 per year, and diligent fund raising activities. Funds on hand in Toronto Commandery Hospice and its Foundation currently remain short of $1 million at this point. Annual financial statements for both hospice and the foundation are posted on
the website (www.ttch.org). Total Capital cost of the Concetta Conforzi Hospice will be of the order of $5 million excluding the value
of the lot. Any financial support from the National level of our Order will be most gratefully received.
The hospice project has broad support in the community, and the link with our Order is expected to remain strong into the future. In evidence of the link, the Toronto Commander Board has recommended Ecumenical Chair Mrs. Francie Maroosis CLJ, MMLJ to act as an
observer and report back to the Commandery the needs and plans of the Hospice. These lines of communication are important as the
Hospice and the Commandery are two legally separate organisations.
In particular for the hospice site, severance of the building lot is now completed and application to the city for zoning and other approvals will be made later this year. It is important to note that the City of Toronto is beginning to recognize the need for hospice space and is
planning to include new zoning bylaws which should improve the rate of progress and ensure more predictable results when dealing with
city staff.
Information is available on our frequently updated web site: www.ttch.org. Through the web site, one can add one’s name to the mailing
list to receive future newsletters, offer assistance, or make donations.

A pilgrim, perhaps a knight, and horse approach the Upper Church of Papal Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi, well known for the tomb of
St Francis housed within a crypt below the Lower Church. Perhaps his head hangs from the weary journey south to Jerusalem or on his
return from Crusade.
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OUR TRIP TO YELLOWKNIFE, NWT –
JUNE 10 TO JUNE 13, 2013
By Sarah Jane Dumbrille, DCLJ,
OMLJ, BA

afternoon, we felt like we were on a Royal
Visit. Our first stop was City Hall where
we had a pleasant meeting with the new
Mayor, His Worship Mark Hyeck who was
interested to hear about the work of the OrRichard and I, along with our youngest son der and especially our involvement in PalliCharles, who is also an Officer in the Order, ative Care. From there, we were taken over
thoroughly enjoyed every minute of our
to the Legislative Assembly Building which
time in Yellowknife. Early in the morning had been opened by Her Majesty the Queen
of June 10, we left Victoria, BC where we
in 1994. Here, we were taken to meet with
had been visiting friends and flew to Calga- the Minister of Health and Social Services
ry where Charles joined us for the next leg of the NWT, The Hon. Tom Beaulieu.
of our flight to Yellowknife, just under
1,800 km from Calgary. Flying over vast
He told us that the biggest issue they face in
empty spaces, we eventually were able to
the North is addiction. However, he also
distinguish Great Slave Lake where ice still stressed the need for palliative care services
clung to the shoreline. As soon as we land- and was very interested that this was one of
ed and were warmly greeted by Lt. (N) Da- the roles that the Order played in Canada.
vid Connelly, CD. CLJ, Commander of the Lt. (N) David Connelly, CD, CLJ along
Arctic Delegation, we knew we were in for with Kirby Marshall, OLJ, LCdr Peter
a most pleasant adventure. The gigantic
McArthur, CLJ and Mrs. Constantina
stuffed polar bear standing over the baggage Tsetsos, OLJ, of the Arctic Delegation accarousel certainly indicated we were only
companied us on these appointments, and
500 km. from the Arctic Circle. Welcoming discussions that ensued certainly provided
45,000 visitors a year, Yellowknife, with a an excellent opportunity for exchange of
population of 20,000, is home to half the
information about the needs in the north and
population of the Northwest Territories.
how St. Lazarus can help. That evening we
Yellowknife has gone from being the “City were taken to the lovely home of Wayne
of Gold” for 40 years dating from the 1930s Guy, FRAIC, OLJ and his wife, Constantina
to the “Diamond Capital of North America” Tsetsos, OLJ overlooking an arm of Great
when diamonds were discovered north of
Slave Lake where we had several delicious
the city in 1991.
plates of tapis to choose from.
Of course, aviation also opened up the
North and in 1967 Yellowknife became
capital of the NWT. The aboriginal population made up of three neighbouring Dene
Nations and the Inuit certainly enhance the
culture of the region. Although the sunniest
Canadian city, Yellowknife has an average
of -35C in January. David whisked us off to
our hotel, the multi-story Explorer Hotel,
but he surprised us by saying he would give
us 5 minutes to freshen up and then we
would be off to meet people he had arranged for us to meet. By the end of the

The conversation was non-stop as we
learned about life in the north and our hosts
and hostesses learned about the work of the
Order. We had another first time experience that added magic to the evening because in spite of the lateness of the hour
when we returned to our hotel, there was no
sign of darkness falling. We were experiencing the Land of the Midnight Sun for the
first time. After breakfast the next morning,
where the dining room was filled with not
only businessmen from China but forest fire
fighters on a training course, we were
picked up by
Kirby Marshall
and taken on a
wonderful
morning tour
not only of
Yellowknife
but the surrounding area.
With a mixture
of both old and
new and often
the use of lots
of colour,
buildings in
Yellowknife
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are very interesting. And so are the street
names, like Ragged Ass Road, named by
prospectors who saw a dismal year ahead.
In Old Town, many homes blend in perfectly with the environment. Old shacks from
days gone by but converted to a new use to
very expensive modern condominiums
make up more contrasts. Leaving Yellowknife, we passed an abandoned gold mine
and drove over a wide gravel road which in
winter joins the ice road and is filled with
trucks supplying the mines. We stopped to
visit Chief Sangris who spoke of his large
territory and his ongoing deliberations with
the mining companies to protect his land.
Returning to Yellowknife, we joined Jerelynn McArthur, OLJ and Janet Marshall for
lunch. They had chosen Bullocks Bistro for
lunch which was voted #1 Reader’s Digest
Best Fish & Chips in Canada.
Situated in a cabin that was once a general
store, the walls are covered in drawings,
notes, pictures, and material contributions
of visitors. To top it off, the fish and chips
were the best. After lunch, our hostesses
took us to a selection of gift shops where we
had the opportunity to see some of the most
beautiful aboriginal crafts. Over the next
two days, each of us chose something special as a reminder of our good time in Yellowknife. Next, we were then taken to the
Visitor’s Centre to see more crafts and a
small museum and then on to visit the
Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre
which had fascinating displays on the north
with everything from beautiful dioramas of
native animals to crafts to the story of prospecting and the opening up of the north
thanks to aviation and the snomobile. After
a brief rest, our evening activities began
when David picked us up and took us to a
market in a park where food and crafts were
on sale. I could not resist buying some
birch syrup. From here, we went to a wonderful restaurant where we joined several
members of the Arctic Delegation for an
absolutely superb dinner. (continued on
next page…………..)

After a meeting with the Mayor of Yellowknife on June 10th, 2013, LtoR: LCdr
(Ret’d) Peter McArthur, CD, CLJ; Lt(N)
David Connelly, CD, CLJ, MMLJ; Mr.
Charles Dumbrille, OLJ; Chev. Richard M.
Dumbrille, CM, GCLJ (J), GOMLJ; His
Worship Mark Hiek, Mayor of Yellowknife; and Mrs. Constantina Tsetsos, OLJ.

By Wednesday, it was time to stop being a tourist and get on with the work of St. Lazarus. We began the day with a meeting at a local
café where the former Grand Prior went through the protocol for the Vigil and Investiture to take place that afternoon. Soon, after a
quick lunch, it was time to make our way to the Lutheran Chapel which was part of the United Church in Yellowknife. Several current
members of the Arctic delegation were given a small task in the ceremony and our youngest son, Charles was able to act as Aide de
Camp to his father. Overall, it was a most moving occasion. The Investiture followed the Vigil service with two persons being inducted
into the Order. They were the Commissioner of the Northwest Territories, The Honourable George L. Tuccaro and the recently retired
Mayor of Yellowknife, Gordon Van Tighen. (A Commissioner of a Territory is very similar to a Lieutenant Governor of a Province).
Knowing that this was the most northerly Investiture that the Order of St. Lazarus has ever conducted and knowing that the Order was
welcoming its first aboriginal member, made this Investiture of no little significance. Later that afternoon, I had a tour of the Legislative
Assembly. Here I learned two things of great interest - agreements are reached not by a vote but by consensus. Secondly, a massive
white bear skin on the floor of the Assembly is there as an important reminder and goes back to the time when a member of the Legislative Assembly requested that his village needed help in keeping bears from attacking the residents. His request fell on deaf ears and one
day he reported that the dreaded event had happened and one of the residents indeed had been killed by a bear. A few weeks later he
presented the bear skin to the Legislature and asked them to use this symbol as a reminder that members need to listen to each other.

Our Past Grand Prior, Chevalier Richard M. Dumbrille, CM,
GCLJ (J), GOMLJ, proceeds to Invest in our Grand Priory and to
become a member of the Arctic Delegation, the Hon. George Tuccaro, KStJ, KLJ, Commissioner of the Northwest Territories during his recent trip to the Northwest Territories.

Our final evening in Yellowknife was held at the attractive home of Kirby and Janet Marshall where Kirby manned the BBQ and produced delicious buffalo burgers, salmon and chicken while Janet and her friends in St. Lazarus provided an abundance of different salads and dessert. The Commissioner was able to join us and entertained us with songs he had written to be sung with his guitar. His
interest in St. Lazarus comes from the heart because in his volunteer life, this very busy man regularly takes time to visit Palliative Care
patients and sing these songs to them. He kindly drove us back to our hotel later that evening where we three all felt a little sad to know
that next morning we would be having to leave such a wonderful community and all the new and genuinely warm friends we had just
made. While there had been opposition in the Order to having this mini-Investiture in Yellowknife, there is no question that this was an
extenuating circumstance. The Order would have been the loser had the past Grand Prior not made every effort to accommodate the
Commissioner (whose work prevented him from leaving the NWT at the time of the Chapter General in Edmonton) and, at the same
time, acknowledge the work of the members of the Arctic Delegation whose enthusiasm for the Order should be an example to us all.
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Stokes, OMM, CD,
GCLJ, GOMLJ was
by Dame Sarah Jane Dumbrille, DCLJ, OMLJ, BA
stepping down as head
Since my last column, the Grand Prior (now of the Commission after many years of dePast Grand Prior) has put in many hours
voted service. Amongst many other
concerning the Order of St-Lazarus. This
achievements, to promote ecumenism, Maj.
often entailed travel bust also, as the Chap- Stokes has reached out to many Universities
ter General approached, involved many
inviting students interested in ecumenism to
hours on the telephone and the computer.
apply for the Order’s bursaries. The Medical
As many of you know, preparing for a
Commission, chaired by Dr. Peter Schaal,
Chapter General is no simple feat, and much GCLJ, GOMLJ, MDCM, FRCS, introduced
of the ultimate decision making rests with
Sarah Walker, President of the Canadian
the Grand Prior.
Hospice Palliative Care Association who
had some interesting statistics. She told us
Since reporting in the last column, the
that with 35 000 to 40 000 volunteering in
Grand Prior and I have no only attended the Palliative Care in Canada, volunteers now
Chapter General in Edmonton but in May
outnumber paid staff 50 to 1. The Caregivrepresented the Canadian Grand Priory at
ers Guide, with 250 000 copies in circulathe 40th Anniversary of the Acquisition of
tion in Canada was the most popular rethe Castello in Malta in which also included source providing practical information as
and Investiture presided over by the The
well as theoretical and philosophical inforGrand Master of the Order. In mid-June we mation. Rev. Peter Derrick, OLJ, who rejourneyed to Yellowknife where the then
cently joined the Order and is Executive
past Grand Prior conducted an Investiture
Director of Leprosy Mission Canada spoke
for members of the Arctic Delegation. The about leprosy and described the Naini Hoslatter two events will be described elsepital in India, which St. Lazarus supports, as
where.
the largest busiest hospital of its kind. He
made us proud when he told us that the OrThe Grand Prior and I flew to Edmonton on der of St. Lazarus had recently broken the $
the evening of Tuesday, May 28, a day early $500 000 mark in its givings to leprosy. The
so that we would have time to play tourist.
Mission is working in 4 domains: service
Thus Wednesday found us driving south of delivery, strengthening the health care sysEdmonton to visit the unique Reynoldstem to provide basic care, increasing reAlberta Museum where a vintage display of search to have a better understanding of just
cars and famous planes important to the
how leprosy is transmitted and promoting
story of aviation in Canada caught our atten- advocacy and empowerment so that victims
tion. On the way back to our hotel, we deof leprosy can move from being stigmatized
toured to the West Edmonton Mall to cath
in their village to having a position of iman exhibition of articles related to Princess portance in their village.
Diana. That evening, after dinner at the hotel, we enjoyed seeing Cirque du Soleil in
After a brief break, it was time to attend the
Northlands Park.
Vigil at the Santa Maria Goretti Roman
Catholic Church, one of the most beautiful
After a busy day of meetings and a lunchceremonies at a Chapter General. Our
eon, the Grand Prior and I were invited by
evening’s entertainment was held next door
the Vice Chancellor, Commanderies, Mr.
at the Santa Maria Goretti Centre and was
Britton Mockridge, CLJ to attend the Com- most enjoyable with an excellent Italian
manders’s Dinner at the Hardware Grill.
meal and a cabaret of Italian opera perHere we were treated to a super dinner and formed by superb professionals. Saturday is
enjoyable conversation with the Command- always a full and long day at a Chapter Geners. Friday turned out to be an equally eneral for the Grand Prior and the Postulants
joyable day. At the luncheon, we had the
because it begins with the Postulant’s
privilege to sit with Rev. Peter Derrick and Breakfast at 07h30. This is followed by the
his wife. As a new member of the Order,
Annual Meeting. Here the retirement of
Peter is Executive Director of Leprosy Mis- Dame Jean Matheson, DCLJ, CMLJ, FCIS,
sion Canada and a fountain of knowledge
PAdm., our Executive Director, after many
about leprosy. Lunch was quickly followed years of devoted service was recognized
by the Ecumenical Commission meeting
with the presentation of a photograph, and
and the Medical Commission meeting. They the completion term of the Grand Prior was
are not to be missed as they provide an up- recognized with the presentation of a plaque
date of the real work of the Order. This year of his coat of arms by HCol Robert H.
the Ecumenical Commission meeting was
Vandewater, GCLJ, GClrlJ, from the Maniparticularly poignant because Major Ruth
toba Delegation. Lunch followed, and be-

From My Point of View
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fore long we were on a bus to Holy Trinity
Anglican Church for the Investiture, always
an impressive service. The Grand Prior was

very proud to have our son, Charles, an Officer of the Order assist him as Aide-deCamp. Under the ever-watchful eye of the
Chief Marshall, LCol. James Stokes, CD,
GCLJ, GOMLJ, (who also was stepping
down after this Investiture following many
years of marshalling members through Investitures), the Investiture as usual was
seemingly flawless. After returning to the
hotel, it was soon time for us to greet members and their gusts as they arrived fo the
Reception, Dinner and Ball. This year the
Ball was held in the beautiful ballroom of
the Fairmont Hotel with doors that opened
out on to a terrace overlooking the city.
Such a venue certainly added not only a
little magic to the evening but served as a
reward for the many members who, in the
past year, have continued their commitment
to the Order by doing so many good works.
It also was a reward for those who worked
hard to organize this Chapter General. This
year there was so much attention to detail
from simplifying the registration form to
providing detailed information about the
venue for those of us who did not know the
City of Edmonton and surroundings.
One of the opportunities we have of being a
member of the Canadian Grand Priory is to
accept the always warm invitation of the
nearby American Grand Priory to attend
what they call, instead of Chapter General,
their Grand Prioral Council. This year, as
the American members celebrate their 50th
year as a Order, the meeting will be held in
Washington DC from September 4th to the
8th in the presence of the Grand Master. It
promises to be an event not to be missed
which I will be writing about in the next St.
Lazarus Gazette. In the meantime, I hope to
see many of you there!

History Corner
by Chev. Brian Newbold, GCLJ, GOMLJ, D.Sc., FCIC, FRSA
The answers to the History Quiz questions published in the April 2013 issue of the Gazette are as follows:
1a) King Charles X of France; 2a) Aymard de Clermont de Chaste, then the Grand Master of the Order; 2b)
François Grave, sieur de Pont; 3) The Order of our Lady of Bethlehem.
Vignette :
International Magisterial Reunions - 1970 was an important year for the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint
Lazarus of Jerusalem in that it saw the initiation of large meetings of its members on the international scale. The
first of these reunions took place in Vienna, Austria, and was to be followed by similar gatherings every two years.
In 1972, members met in Dublin, Ireland, and two years later in Copenhagen, Denmark. All of these meetings were
attended by delegations from Canada, and in 1976 it was Canada’s turn to host the international event, which was
held in Quebec City. Since then other magisterial meetings have taken place in various countries around the world. It should also be
mentioned that in 1970 the existing Canadian Bailiwick was to be elevated to the status of a Grand Priory by magisterial decree.
Another Quiz :
1) Name two battle honours appearing on the flag of the Order of Saint Lazarus; 2a) After they were forced to leave the Holy Land in
1291 where did most of the crusading knights seek refuge? 2b) Where did the other knights go? 3) When was the Order of Saint Lazarus
in Canada officially recognized as a charitable organization?

Members in the news receive 60th Anniversary Diamond Jubilee Medals
As reported by Commandery Commanders
Members of the Grand Priory of Canada will recall that in the Spring issue of the Gazette, Capt (Ret’d) Warren Tracz, CD, KCLJ (J),
OMLJ, B.Ed., outlined the recipients of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. Since then, Other Commanderies across our great Country
have submitted more names of deserving recipients. The following is the list of these latest recipients of the 60th Anniversary Diamond
Jubilee Medals in three other Commanderies:
Toronto Commandery
Dame Jacqueline Wood, DLJ, CMLJ
BC Delegation
Capt (Ret’d) Paul Loofs, CD, KCLJ (J), CMLJ, Ph.D.
Montreal Commandery
Reverend Father Irénée Beaubien, OC, CChLJ, OMLJ, s.j.
Dame Jeanine Beaubien, CM, OQ, DCLJ, CMLJ
Dr.Robert Boily, CLJ, OMLJ, Ph.D., AdeC.
Major Richard Choquette, CD, AdeC, KLJ, MMLJ
Chevalier Garrfield Du Couturier Nichol, KCLJ, CMLJ
Mr. Denis Durand, OLJ
Richard Gervais, CLJ, MA
The Venerable Peter Hannen, AChLJ
Dame Margaret Lefebvre, DCLJ, GOMLJ
L/Col (Ret’d) Mark Macpherson, CD, GCLJ, GOMLJ, MBA
Chevalier Richard Pound, OC, QC, KCLJ, MMLJ, LLD, FCA
Senator Pierre-Claude Nolin, postulant
Chevalier Okill Stuart, KLJ, OMLJ
Congratulations to all of the recipients throughout the Grand Priory of Canada!
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Commandery Activities
As reported by Commandery Reporters

Montreal Commandery Partnership Carries On!

Presentation to SSPAD left to right, M Bérard Riverin, Director General, LCol
Mark Macpherson, Mlle Eva Villalba Manager of Development, Alain Baron,
Hospitaller, Chev. Louis Angers

On June 10, the Commander,
Deputy Commander, and the
Hospitaller, visited the offices of
Soins palliatives à domicile du
Grand Montréal (SSPAD) to
present the at fourth payment in
our partnership to publish a training
manual for palliative homecare
volunteers
titled
“Guide
de
formation pour les bénévoles en
soins palliatives à domicile”. The
cheque was received by Mlle Eva
Villalba
MBA,
Manager
of
Development, who is responsible
for this project in SSPAD, in the
presence of M. Bérard Riverin,
Director General of SSPAD.

The book was written with advice
from eminent practitioners in the
field of palliative care in Québec. SSPAD also obtained input from a focus group consisting of
their volunteers on the text and the graphic layout of the book. The manual is designed to be a
practical reference, as well as a training workbook, for people taking the SSPAD course in
palliative homecare. The copyright will be held by the Order of St Lazarus as part of our
partnership agreement.
Distribution in the Province of Quebec to other organizations in the field of palliative homecare
in the Francophone sector will be the responsibility of SSPAD. Our vision for this project is to
gain acceptance in the Anglophone sector and in the rest of Canada. To achieve this vision, the
book will be translated and a test market designed for the English version. A new fund-raising
campaign will be developed for this phase of the project.
Members of the Commandery, including Dr Robert Elie, a former Hospitaller, reviewed the text
and made suggestions which were adopted in the latest draft. The final draft is expected to be
ready for printing in July of this year, at which time the Commandery will render the final
payment in the current partnership project. The Commandery raised a total of $39,700 including
a matching grant from the Grand Priory of $8000. Significant donors of funds and work on this
project are recognized in the book.
A formal book launch is being planned for the fall when the printed copies are available for
distribution to SSPAD volunteers and to other palliative care organizations in Québec. The
Montreal Commandery is helping to organize this signal event and there will be more news
about this later.
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Montreal Spring Fund Raiser
The Montreal Commandery fund raiser in favour of
Palliative Care held on April 25 was a resounding
success!
Twenty-six members and guests gathered at Forget
House for a Wine and Cheese social with
entertainment provided by pianist Christian
Tauchner, courtesy of our Chaplain, Pastor Eric
Dyck. Eric also has hidden talents as a hotelier and
managed our waiter corps to ensure that all guests
were promptly served with their favourite wine, and
all were offered sparkling wine as they entered
Forget House.
Pastor Eric Dyck, Chev. Richard Pound, and LCol. Mark
Macpherson

Our Commander, Chev. Louis Angers, ably assisted
by Chev. Garrfield Du Couturier Nichol, Ecumenical
Rep. arranged for local firms such as Metro to
sponsor the cheese and other condiments that filled
the groaning cheese table. Alain Baron, our
Hospitaller, provided fine invitations, RSVP cards,
and tickets for the event.
Notable among those attending were Chev. Richard
Pound, Senator Lucie Pepin, Senator Pierre-Claude
Nolin who had just become a postulant and will be
invested at the Chapter General in 2014, and Chev.
Pierre and Michelline Baillargeon of Iberville.

Senator and Madame Nolin

The funds raised will be reserved for an upcoming
project to translate and distribute an English version
of the Training Manual for Palliaitive Homecare
Respite Volunteers currently being published in
French by La sociéié de soins palliatifs au domicile
du Grand Montréal (SSPAD) . The French training
manual project was the subject of fund raising by
the Commandery last year. The French version is
due to be distributed this summer.

Chev. Pierre Baillargeon, Senator Lucie Pepin , and Chev.
Louis Angers

During the Gala for Excellence in
May at the Cegep de la Pocatière
in Quebec, LCol André Therrien,
MC, CD, KCLJ, GOMLJ, on behalf
of the Quebec Commandery handed
out a bursary of the Military and
Hospitaler Order of St-Lazarus of
Jerusalem, to Miss Catherine
Dupont for her community and
school leadership.
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MONTREAL SUPPORTS MEDICAL RESEARCH AT BRUYERE CONTINUING CARE
On the initiative of Flt Lt Grant Gehlsen KCLJ, CMLJ, the
Montreal Commandery presented $5000 to Bruyère
Continuing Care of Ottawa. Bruyère Hospital was an early
entrant into the field of palliative care in Ottawa.
Dr Martin Chasen received the cheque on behalf of the
Bruyère Foundation. Dr Chasen has been carrying out
research into the effect of nutrition on the quality of life of
palliative patients. He has seen some success in this field
that he started at the oncology department at the Royal
Victoria Hospital in Montreal. With changes in nutrition, Dr
Chasen has seen improvements in patients, who were
previously unable to develop appetites. The new regimen
results in increased comfort and interest in life. Chev. Grant
Gehlsen encourages the Order to support this important
Dr Martin Chasen, representing
research.
Bruyère Continuing Care
receiving the donation from Mark
Macpherson, deputy Commander
Montreal Commandery

Captain (Ret’d) Paul Loofs , CD, KCLJ (J), CMLJ, Ph.D., out of the
British Colombia Delegation has been busy on a few fronts in his Province recently. A presentation on behalf of the Grand Priory of Canada
was made to the Victoria Hospice in the amount of $1000 on the 5th of
April 2013.
Recently, he published a book entitled In His Hands through the Word
Alive Press in Winnipeg (ISBN 978-1-4866-0037-3). It is a slimmed
down version of his memoirs At Home in Three Worlds” which was a
private venture and not for sale in bookstores. The new version is basically devoid of private aspects, concentrating on true stories of wondrous events in an unusual life. And wll be available in bookstores, from
the publisher and presumably through the internet.
Our confrère continues to travel regularly to Honduras through Care
Canada in order to help those in need. Congratulations on your continued ventures Paul!

A Postulant’s journey from the Toronto Commandery
by Major (Ret’d) Frank Madigan, CD, OLJ, BA

A postulant’s journey is both physical and spiritual and while the spiritual journey is the most important, the
physical journey can be quite invigorating. My journey commenced 2 years prior to the my actual trip to Edmonton when I was invited to dinner with the then Deputy Commander John Lill, KLJ, OMLJ, and the Northern Ontario Chairman Major (Ret’d) Paul E. Henry, CD, CLJ, MMLJ, M.Ed. It was the spiritual nature and
charitable philosophy of the Order that enticed me to attend the dinner and too later decide to join. Also attending the dinner was the Toronto Commander, Chev. Andy Duncanson, KCLJ (J), CMLJ. I was impressed by
both Chev. Lill’s and Duncanson’s obvious integrity, humility, intelligence and caring personality and said then
and there that is men like this who I could follow and any organization they were affiliated with I could be part
of. I already knew the distinguished educator from Sudbury, Major (Ret’d) Henry. That dinner was the start of
my spiritual journey that ended in Edmonton in May 2013. In Edmonton, the Vigil was solemn and beautiful. I
was struck by the intensity of the feeling of being part of a holy and ancient ritual of believing and helping others. It was during the Vigil prior to the actual ceremony that allowed to search our souls and understand the
blessings of being able to help others less fortunate. The actual ceremony of the Investiture was at once humbling and majestic. I felt renewed and very much part of a wonderful organization whose only purpose is to do
good. The celebration and dinner after was spectacular, carefully orchestrated and rich in ceremony and historical traditions. In short, I look forward to helping others through the Order of St. Lazarus as a new Officer!
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Toronto Commandery very busy this spring and summer
By Warren Tracz, CD, KCLJ(J), OMLJ
Toronto Commandery was very busy during the spring and summer months in a variety of fundraising and local activities with our membership and their families.

Spring Ecumenical Pilgrimage 2013
The 2013 Spring Ecumenical Pilgrimage organized by Francie Maroosis, CLJ, MMLJ took place on Sunday May 5, 2013 at St. Anselm’s
Catholic Parish in the Leaside area of Toronto. There were 24 members and guests at the service and 40 at the luncheon which was held
at the Granite Club. Toronto’s own new member Rev., Dr. Karen Hamilton, MMLJ was the dessert speaker. The profits from the event
were directed to the Dame Marjorie MacKinnon Ecumenical Bursary.

Preston Manning Speaks on end of life care
On May 23, 2013 saw Toronto Commandery raise

$20,000.00 for Volunteer Hospice Care Programs with our partner
Hospice and Palliative Care Ontario. 150 people attended the dinner and speaking presentation by Preston Manning titled regarding all forms of end of life care. We thank all those who sponsored, attended and donated to make
this event truly thought provoking as only through discussion can we truly understand the wishes of our loved
ones and how they desire to be cared for in their final days. Members present for the cheque presentation were
John Crean, HPCO Board Chair, Rick Firth, HPCO Executive Director and Donald Cranston, OLJ, from the Toronto Commandery.

Gazette October 2013

19

Commander’s Garden Party June 2013
This activity saw 55 members and guests attend at the residence of Chev. John and Dame Phyllis Lill in Toronto, Ontario on June 13,
2013. This great activity reacquainted members of the Order with each other in a casual atmosphere and introduced new and prospective members to the Commandery and each other just before we break for the summer.

Mr. Ken McLaughlin (President Re/Max Hallmark Realty) (left) is thanked by Chev. Andy Duncanson, KCLJ, CMLJ for his generous
contribution to the Order. The contribution is $10,000 annually for five years to recognize the support Toronto Commandery has made
with Hospice Ontario.
At the garden party we were also able to recognize significant local contributors to palliative care, hear an update on Toronto Commandery’s efforts towards establishing a Hospice in North York and introduce the Commandery to the 50 bears we will be donating to
Emily House for children undergoing palliative care.

A Gift to children
You may recall that Calgary Commandery had an initiative a few years ago that distributed “Laz the Bear” within Alberta. Since those
bears are no longer available, Toronto Commandery sourced 50 Bears for donation to Emily House as gifts to children undergoing
palliative care in Toronto. Each bear has a patch on its right foot that indicates the affiliation to the Commandery and the Order of St.
Lazarus. Twenty-five bears were also made available to members and guests for purchase at the Garden Party all of which were purchased. The funds will be directed towards our local hospice projects.

Photo Captions: The bears with patches that were sewn on by Commandery supporter Gwen Tracz, MMLJ. Also, the Toronto Commandery Council holding the bears prior to donation. From left to right avec Chev. Blair Allen, Mrs. Francis Maroosis, Chev. Glen
Timney, Dame Susan Schaal, Capt. (Ret’d) Warren Tracz, Chev. Andy Duncanson and Dame Maureen Galloway.
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Photo Captions: Members and guests mingle at the Garden Party.
Supporting Muskoka Annual Events
Through the efforts of Chev. Ross McLean, KLJ, MMLJ, Toronto Commandery was a sponsor of Andy's Ride which took place July 28
in Port Carling in support of Andy's House, the new location of Hospice Muskoka in Port Carling. Andy's Ride and Andy's House are in
memory of Andy Potts an OPP officer who died in the line of duty. The Potts Family Foundation has been instrumental in the establishment of the new location for Muskoka Hospice and are primary funders for the new building. Bob Potts (Andy's father) is a postulant of
the Order. The Ride is in its 3rd year and has raised almost $100K in support of the Hospice in that time.

Picture caption: Brock Napier (r) donated land, money and time for the hospice initiative and Nelson Bradshaw lends a hand in the event.
Picture caption: Riders start their 110 km ride for Andy’s House.

The event is staged at the summer home of Peter Gilgan, Founder of Mattamy Homes. Almost 200 riders congregate there and return for
a wonderful lunch provided by Peter. There are 3 routes ranging from 55 - 110km. In the two pictures we have the riders for 110 km starting and, the setup of the display for the Brock and Willa Wellness Centre. Brock Napier (pictured looking at our banner) donated 13 acres
along the Indian River for the establishment of a senior's residence, nursing station and Andy's House. They then donated $750K to prime
the pump for building - which will start in spring 2014. As sponsors of the event, Toronto Commandery shared a display table with Brock
and gave out brochures about the Order and our philanthropic works. Monica Bradshaw, OLJ of Toronto Commandery arranged for the
banner to be made and she and her husband, Nelson Bradshaw came to join Ross in the setup of the display.
Building on the Bear donation program introduced at the June Garden Party, Mary Grady, OLJ from Muskoka developed the concept of
'adopt a bear'. She designed and produced the adoption certificates and, Lucy McLean and Mary Taylor (guests at the Garden Party)
named the bears for the certificates.
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In the Fall, Toronto’s plans include,
Polo for Palliative Care Sept 2013

Led by Robert McAllister, CLJ, MMLJ, the Toronto Commandery Polo for Palliative Care event is scheduled for Sept 15, 2013. The
theme is “The ’20′s” when polo was a frequent event in the British countryside and in Canada. The Commandery is proud to sponsor
this 15th annual event in which the funds raised directly support the end-of-life care needs of Ontario residents. This very successful, all
age fundraising event will be held at the Gormley Polo fields in Richmond Hill with Hospice partner McDermott House. Those in attendance will enjoy live entertainment while watching the sport of kings! Included in the event are a silent auction, a 50/50 draw and a
prize for the best-dressed couple. Food and bar service will be available as well as activities for younger children.
If you are able to join us, visit the Commandery web site (www.torontocommandery.org) to purchase individual tickets or a whole table!
Fall Ecumenical Pilgrimage Oct 2013
For those members and their families who may be in Toronto in the fall, we invite you to attend our Fall Ecumenical Pilgrimage of the
Commandery on October 27, 2013 at Glenview Presbyterian Church. The Commandery will organize at 10:15 am in the meeting hall
with mantles and process together into the worship service at 10:30 am.
Following the service, the Order will meet with parishioners to discuss the Order and the Commandery activities and then gather for
lunch at The Toronto Cricket Club. The cost for lunch is $65 and includes a donation for the Dame Marjorie MacKinnon Ecumenical
Award that is given to an Ecumenical Leader and a Bursary to a deserving student. The award and bursary are presented annually at the
Commandery Annual General Meeting.
Get involved!
The message to take away is to get involved. As is shown by these several activities, the joy from giving is infectious and wonderful
ideas extend and grow from the formation and maintenance of friendships! Whether larger events and projects such as those described
above or smaller projects such as our Hospice Peterborough bookmarks or the Commandery’s support of the HCPO June Callwood
Awards, participation gets knowledge of our organization and its good works into the public space.

In May of this year,
the Manitoba delegation gave 1000$ to
the Hospice and Palliative Care Association of that Province. Seen here in
the photo caption
from LtoR are the
following: Major
(Ret’d) Rev. Shields,
CD, ChLJ, OMLJ,
Cdr Shultz, CLJ,
OMLJ, Mrs. Mary
Williams,Director of
the HPCA of Manitoba and HCol Vandewater, GCLJ,
GClrLJ.
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Chapter General Investiture
The following members were Decorated, Promoted or Invested in
the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem,
by the hand of the Grand Prior of the Order in Canada, at the 2013
Chapter General, held in Edmonton, Alberta, June 1, 2013:
Les membres suivants ont été décorés, promus ou investis dans
l’Ordre militaire et hospitalier de Saint-Lazare de Jérusalem par le
Grand Prieur de l’Ordre au Canada, lors du Chapitre général de
2013 tenu à Edmonton, Alberta, le 1er juin 2013:

Promotions/Promotions
Knight Commander/Chevalier Commandeur
Maj. E. Alenander Cooper, KLJ
Capt. George D. Hope, KLJ
Chev. Scott Saunders, KLJ

Dame Commander/Dame Commandeur
Dame Kathleen Clarke, DLJ

Decorations/Décorations

Calgary

Mr. John Lill, CLJ
Lt. W. Frederick K. Tuffnell, CLJ

Commendation Certificate/Certificat de reconnaissance

Dame

Mr. Michael Kalnay, OLJ
Mr. Britton O. Mockridge, CLJ

Mrs. Glynis J. Grigg, CLJ
Mrs. Ingrida L. Hope, CLJ

Arctic
Calgary

Grand Officer of Merit/Grand Officier de Mérite
Chev. Lionel J. Goffart, KCLJ
Chev. Claude Labbe, KLJ
LCol. Mark F. Macpherson, GCLJ

Toronto
Quebec
Montreal

Manitoba
Toronto
Manitoba

Mrs. Gail E. Fraser, OLJ (2011)
Mr. Derald H. Staveley, OLJ
Mr. Robert K. Wilkins, OLJ (2012)

Calgary
Ottawa
Ottawa

Rev. Dr. Earle S. Sharam, ChLJ

Toronto

Postulants
Assistant Chaplain/Chapelain adjoint

Edmonton
Ottawa
Edmonton

Member of Merit/Membre de Mérite
Maj. W. Kenneth Bridges, OLJ
Dr. Glen F. Cartwright, CLJ
Lt (N) David Connelly, CLJ
Rev. Peter A. Derrick (Non-member)
Mrs. Gail E. Fraser, OLJ (2011)
Rev. Herbert Harms, AChLJ
Mrs. Catherine Lucas, OLJ
Mr. Peter Lucas, OLJ
Mrs. Jerelynn McArthur, OLJ
LCdr (ret.) Peter D. McArthur, CLJ
Rev. David M. McLeod, ChLJ
Mrs. Judith E.H. Mockridge, CLJ
Mr. Byron F. Price, (P) (2012)
Dr. Peter H. O’Neil Roe, KCLJ
Chev. W. Lewis Stoyles, KLJ
Mr. Robert K. Wilkins, OLJ

Calgary
Western Ontario

Chaplain of Jurisdiction/Chapelain de jurisdiction

Officer of Merit/Officier de Mérite
Mr. Marc F. Barylo, (P)
Ms. Anna Cullinan, CLJ
Dame Dorothy Mae Sande, DLJ

Toronto
Western Ontario

Commander/Commandeur

Commander of Merit/Commandeur de Mérite
Dame K. Jane Anema, DCLJ
Chev. Andrew C. Duncanson, KCLJ
Cdr. Dennis R. Schultz, CLJ

Edmonton

Knight/Chevalier

Cross of Justice/Croix de Justice
HCol. Robert Gibson, KLJ

Quebec
Western Ontario
Western Ontario

Arctic
Western Ontario
Arctic
Toronto
Calgary
Toronto
Edmonton
Edmonton
Arctic
Arctic
Edmonton
Calgary
Calgary
Western Ontario
Newfoundland
Ottawa

Rev. David P. Hardie (2012)

Toronto

Officer/Officier
Mr. Mark Barylo (2005)
Mr. Jason C. Blokhuis
Rev. Peter A. Derrick
Mr. Richard J. Firth
Mr. John A. Grady
Mrs. Mary Grady
Ms. Kimberly I. Griffiths
Maj. (ret.) Frank Madigan (2011)
Mr. Kirby Marshall
Maj. Ronald R. Mathews (2006)
Mr. Byron F. Price (2011)
Mr. Robert M. Reynolds

Edmonton
Western Ontario
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto
Western Ontario
Toronto
Arctic
British Columbia
Calgary
Edmonton

Member/Membre
Mrs. Anna Attademo
Mr. Pasquale Attademo
Mrs. Carla M. Bradley
LCol. Thomas Bradley
Ms. Eva Marie Clarke
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Edmonton
Edmonton
Edmonton
Edmonton
Edmonton

Passages
Remembering Members of the Grand Priory
It is with great sadness that Dame
Marjorie MacKinnon DCLJ,
GOMLJ, has passed away. She
died peacefully at her home on
the third of July, in her 93rd year.
Marjorie was a devoted member
of the Order of St. Lazarus since
1971 and was involved in a wide
variety of charitable projects with
a particular focus on hospice care.
She helped in the establishment
of several hospices in the Greater
Toronto Area, including Hospice King, the Dorothy Ley Hospice,
and what is now the Darling Home for Kids. She is also remembered as a longstanding supporter of the Hospital for Sick Children,
where she was instrumental in establishing the surgical waiting
room for children’s parents. Marjorie served seven Lieutenant
Governors as a volunteer going back to J. Keiller MacKay, who
established the Canadian branch of the Order of St. Lazarus in
1962. She was also involved with the Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada, of which her late husband Peter had been a member. Over the
years, she received various official awards from the Government,
including the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Medal in 1977 and the
Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal in 2002. Marjorie served on the
board of directors of the Toronto Commandery for many years,
most recently as the Registrar, and she was tireless in her work for
the Commandery. She also helped establish the Marjorie MacKinnon Award, which is presented annually by the Toronto Commandery. This award is for outstanding effort in the promotion of ecumenism in the Toronto area, and it includes a bursary for a theology student each year.

On August 15th, Dame Martha Russel, DCLJ, CMLJ wrote the
following caption: It is with great sadness that I share the news of
Dr. Larry Librach’s passing today. Larry was a great friend of the
the Military and Hospitaller Order of St-Lazarus of Jerusalem and
received an MMLJ at the International Chapter General in Toronto
in 2004. He was a great supporter or our Hospice project and
worked alongside to always offer advice and suggestions. Larry
was a mentor to everyone in the Hospice Palliative care community, not only locally and provincially, but also at the national level.
Internationally, Dr. Librach was a sought after speaker and lecturer. Always a friend with a smile and positive words. Larry will be
missed not only by Faye his wife and family, the Temmy Latner
Center of which he was the Founding Medical Director, but by
many physicians he taught and mentored over the years. Along
with his innumerable clients and their families, we will all be in his
debt for shepherding the Palliative Hospice movement forward and
allowing one to die with dignity. May he rest in peace!
It is with great sadness that we announce that on August 8th 2013,
Major (Ret’d) William Heath, CD, KCLJ, OMLJ, passed away
peacefully in is sleep at the age of 84. Major Heath had been a
member of the Toronto Commandery since 1985. He was a supporter of the various projects of the Commandery. He is survived
by his wife of 57 years, Josephine, his children and grandchildren.
On August 25th, Chevalier Andy Duncanson, KCLJ, CMLJ reported that Dame Mary Katherine Hill, DCLJ, GOMLJ passed on
August 22nd 2013, in her 85th year. She is survived by her husband Josef Kates, her 2 sons and many grandchildren. Kay was
very involved with the Order and was the one who wrote the History of the Toronto Commandery back in the early 1990’s.

On August 14th, Col (Ret’d) Robert George Kingstone, MBE, CD, KCLJ, CMLJ passed on in his 96th year. Col Kingstone served
with the Royal Canadian Artillery during the Second World War in England, Sicily and the Pacific. He Commanded 2 RCHA in Germany and also served as Military Attaché in Egypt, the Sudan, Lebanon and Jordan. At the time of his death, he had been a long and
senior serving member of the Ottawa Commandery since 1981.

Photo caption courtesy of Capt (Ret’d) Warren Tracz, CD, KCLJ (J), OMLJ, B.Ed.: Early Christians sometimes marked burial
places and ostuaries with symbols. This picture taken in May 2013 shows a replica of a marker placed in the catacombs of Rome,
Italy.
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